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Sicily the Three-Cornered 


On the Mediterranean’s Bigyest Island, Crucible of Many Cultures, 
Men Grow Citrus, Mine Sulphur, and Patiently Fish the Sea 


By Luis Marprex 
Foreign Extitorial Sta, National Geagraphic Magazine 


With Hlustrations from Photographs by the Author 





Grecks had aoword for it, They 
called it Trinacria, the three-cornered., 

~ Yet the Greeks, who colonize) Sicily 
OO years before Christ and remained for five 
centuries, were only one wave in o sea of 
peoples that has siireed over the mountains 
island (map, page 7).* 

The cultural heritage of Sicily is as manvy- 
layered as an onion, Peel away the [talian 
outer skin and you find the Normans: lift 
unether layer and you see the Saracens; strip 
of another to disclose the Romans: onder 
these lie the Carthaginians; then a stratum 
of Greeks; vel one more thickness reveals 
the Phoenicians; and so tw the inner core of 


Sicans and Sicels, the shadowy early races. 


Ancestry Shows in Steilian Faces 


One sees the faces of all these peoples in 
the crowils that throng the streets of Palermo, 
the capital. This handsome city facing the 
blue Tyrrhenian lies cupped in a mountoin- 
girt plain, the Golden Shell (page 31). In the 
evening, crowds saunter along the capital's 
broad ayenwes and fill the oofes along the Via 
Rurgero Settimoe, Customers crowd four deep 
at cate counters. A cashier enthroned in o 
booth sells tickets to the standing custamers, 
whe exchunge them for coffee, elaborate pas- 
tries, ot bitter vermouth-base aperitits. 

Here, in the land of their invention, T saw 


the Italian cofiee-making machines in all their 
‘hrome-plated glory. The gleaming instru- 
ments incorporate shining cylindrical urns 
hung about with water gauves, ebony-handled 
spligats, valves. and yards of tubing. White- 
coated operators clamp a metal cup under w 
faweet, then-spin wheels and pull levers while 
steam hisses and agitated water leaps up and 
down in @ glass tube, Then, after a lengthy 
wait, Inky café espresso drips in a: feeble 
trickle, a ludicrous contrast to the ritual of 
Preparation, 


Cloffee of Many Colors 


Hut what wonderful coffee! Strang, black, 
aril fragrant, it is served in tiny cups half 
the size of a demitasse. There is a whole 
series of gradations in cafe coffee, from black 
woowhite. Tf you want a cup that is extremely 
strong. ask for a restricted coffee; for some 
less strong, say a fong coffee; if you prefer 
coffer with a little mitk, ask for o Copouchin, 
which ts probably named for the color of 
the monks’ fiahit, 

Many of Sicily's regional dishes come from 
the sea, for, above all, Sicilians are fisher. 
men, From ancient times they have followed 

‘hee, in the Naviowal Goocearim: Mucannr 
“Sicily, Island of Vivid Drauty andl Cranbtling Ghory,” 
With 22 ilustrathons in oblor, Cetober, 1927, and 
“framing Across Sicily," by Melville Chister, Sep- 
tember, 124, 
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the old and honorable calling, and Sicily has 
sent her sons to man the fishing fleets of 
many nations, In the United States there 
ire colinies of Sicilian fishermen in Huston, 
Gloucester, San Francisoo, and other ports. 

T hkerd to wander sbout in this city of 
imposing baroque buildings in search of inter: 
esting little trattorie, humbler and more typi- 
cal eating places than the full-fledged res- 
taurants, Down in the narrow streets near 
Palermo’s waterfront one can eat a wonderful 
dish of spaghetti with squid sauce, or plates 
of red mullet or fried octapus. The red mullet 
were prized by the Romans; even today | 
found them to be expensive anil scarce, 

Squid and octopus swarin in Sicilian waters, 
Without these soft, big-eved cephalopods [tal- 
ian cookery would lose many savory dishes, 

T went squid fishing one night with a man 
named Filippo. He kept his rowboat m 48 
small basin protected by o breakwater and 
a disused lighthouse, The flame of an acety- 
lene lamp hissed steadily and lighted Filippo's 
wise-monkey face as he rowed us into the 
turkness, With sly winks he told me of an 
unusunl red-spotted squid he had caught. 

“| book it to the scientifics at the museum," 
he said, “and they beat the pages of their big 
bowks looking for it, but they couldn't tell 
me what it was. It tasted good, though.” 

As we rowed over the oy black water, 
vellow lights like stars winked on and wf, 
They were the litth lames of other squid 
fishermen. As the boats mse anf fell with 
the slow swell, the rising shoulder of the sea 
occulted the lights: then the black waters slid 
away and the yellow points blinked on again, 


Squid Strike at Baitless Hooks 


I could see nothing but the lights and a 
few pale stars when Filippo, suddenty cried, 
“roo Maria!" From the blackness a voice 
replied, “Ving Gesu!” 

We pulled alongside another fisherman 
whose bent hack had comtealed his light from 
us. When Filippo asked, “What, luck?” the 
man, piety forgotten, burst out with, “Ah, 
pie of a goddess, there are no blanked in- 
habitants in this blanked piece of sea!” 

Squid wre caught on an. urtificial lure that 
looks like g° miniature mushroom anchor, 
weomed with a circket of needle-pointed barb- 
less houks. The squid strike at the lure us 
it i= seesawed up and dewn about 50 feet 
below the boat (page 47), Our friend who 
was working the empty piece of sea fished 


two lines: one was tied to his ear and, the 
other he jigged op and down in one hand. 

The fisherman suddenly began to pull in 
his line, swiftly but snoothly, hand over hand, 
until at last with a heave he swung the lute 
with its clinging squid! into the boat. As he 
jerked the catch out of the water, my ex- 
floding camera flush caught the string of 
water globules in mid-air; for an instant they 
hung, frozen in an arc, motionless and. glis- 
lening dike bubbles of crystal in suspension, 

When we rowed back to Palermo, evld, 
tired, and hungry, about 3 o'clock in the 
morning, we had only a few small squid in 
the boat. 


Sicilian Roads Climb and Plunge 


There are few straight and level stretches 
of road in Sicily, From Palermo I drove 
westwarl along the coust road, behind the 
jutting headland of Mount Pellegrino, and 
through the littl: town of Sferracavallo, with 
ite blocks of old buildings huddled in the 
shadow of a fantastically shaped rock (page 
9). The yellow sunlight lay like butter on 
the stone buttress above the town, and, a 
little distance beyond, the setting sun drew 
real streak= along the horizon, silhouettiny 
the stone tower on a small islund offshore, 

It was dark when [ headed inland at Cas: 
tellaminare de) Golfo and drove up into the 
meintams to see my first Greek temple at 
Segesta, (in the way to Trapani a winding 
road led into a dark valley, then upward as 
the moon rose to the shoulder of a hill. 

As I stepped from the car, the moon 
emerged fram a cloud and lighted the columns 
of the Doric temple that stands there in soli- 
tude, It was a somber and impressive scene 
in silver and block, the straight strokes of 
the temple columns alone denoting man’s 
huundiwork against the rounded crests ond 
curves of the ¢urrounding mountains, 

Trapani, an ald city of narrow crowde! 
strects on a long peninsula that points its 
finger at the Egadi Islands offshore, panted 
ina pall of heat. My host at the hotel said, 
“Tt you want to cool off, go up there,” and 
pointed to an isolated mduntain that loomed 
in the moonlight beyond the city, 

Rising. 2,400 feet abuve Trapani’s shini- 
mering heat, one of Sicily’s most fascinating 
towns stands on this lonely mountain. Erice, 
the ancient Eryx, tas ne exact founding date. 
Even in classical times its origins were last 
in the dimness of antiquity and had assumed 
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Sicily, a Steppingstone to Europe, Has Served Invaders Since Phoenician Times 

Sere ol Sicily's computronm went on to the muiinland. Others stayed to colonise nw Wit bemsstttul cove 
mente, Dutne Weerll War U the Alles, leaping (rom North Africn, mace their principal landings on the 
Wands southeastern amd: southweaterm coasts, Sicillnes reach the mainland by overnight aleamers from 
Polermo to Naples umd by rallway trains ferried: across the Strait al Alesina to Bene Calotiria 


Unele Vito Ted me along the railed walk 
that runs a) close to the edge of the plateau 
that one seems to stand on the flying bridge 
of ashi. With the heavy white mist hiding 
everything below | had a sensation ul weight. 
lessness, of being suspended in space and time, 


as we drove round outside the walls on the 
edge af the plateau, When we reached! the 
giddy apeed of 35 miles an hour, T beard her 
mutter under ber breath, “Blessed devil, how 
did you came to mix me up in this situation?” 

Like nearly all Sicilians, Aunt Bartola had 


relatives in America. “Perhaps you know 
my nephew in Brooklyn?” she asked. “Yes,” 
added Uncle Vite, voicing a mistaken belief 
of many islanders, “there are more Sicilians 
in Brooklyn than in Palermo,” 


Big Families the Rule on Sicily 


Overpeputatios—families of 14 and 15 chil- 
dren are not uncommon among country people 
and absentee ownership of large estates, 
with litte arable land to go round among 


urdinury people, are lorgely responsible for 


the great outflow of migrants from what is, 
after all, an gpriculturally rich istand, 


“4nd that,” said Uncle Vito, "ts the Tempie 
of Vers.” 

I was a bit disappointed, The “temple” 
is a crumbling medieval ruin clinging to the 
edge of an outthrust spur that drops sheer 
to the rocky lower slopes. 

Uocle Vito described how in chissical times 
the hancdsomest girls gathered round the 
temple to do homage to the goddess by sacri- 
ficing themselves to returning. mariners in 
their own fashion. The old boy nodded. 

“Belli tempi, quelli!” he sad. (Pascimat- 
ing times, those! } 
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A small museum howses objects dug up 
on the temple site: amulets, figurines, bits 
of sculptured heals, Notable is a small 
marble head of Venus no bigger than a 
plum. The -severe classic heauty of the 
head with its stright bridgeless nose was 
enhanced by the light which suffused the 
translucent stone and caused the features: to 
glow as if warm with life, 

Among the Greek and Roman objects some 
Eeyptian bronge figurines seemed surprising, 
until I recollected that these were probably 
brought as votive offerings to the shrine of 
Venus by returning mariners who came to 
give thanks for a safe vovage. | saw a ereen- 
patinard Hathor, the cow goddess who carries 
the sun's disk between her hors, and the 
small figure of a child, his vouth svmbolized 
by the Egyptian artistic convention of a lock 
of hair curling over one ear, This was.doubt- 


less Horas, son of Osiris and Isis. The acilure. 


hod alse left scurahs from the Nile. 


Of all this faith that brought worshipers: 


and tribute fromethe: whole Mediterranean 
world, nothing. is left hut a few crumbling 
stones, the whistling wind, and solitude, 


Wine Ades in Room-size Gaska 


The road running south along the coast 
from Trapani winds between wheatfields, olive 
groves, and orcerly rows of grapevines, At 
cTosstiads and strategic curves, like harsh 
notes of discord In the warm and pastoral 
ar, loom the ominous turtlebacks of German 
concrete redoubts, their eye slits masked by 
rowing things, silent now, but shocking as 
sudden death on the edge of the green fields, 

The town of Marsala stands at the water's 
edge, on the westernmost tip of Sicily, Apart 
from its wine, it is chielly remembered by 
Italians a5 being the place where the liberator 
Garibaldi landed with his Thousand in 1860 
to free Sicily from the Bourhons, 

In long white buildings on the waterfront 
are the Florio establishments, lurgest nowa- 
days of the wineries of Marsala. There a 
white-smockerd oenologist showed me through 
the cool warehouses with their rows. of tre- 
mendous casks, where in darkness ancl quiet 
the deep gold Marsala apes. 

“You may have heard that Marsala, as we 
know it, is not Sicilian in origin,” the expert 
eid, “Actually, it was developed by an Eng- 
lishman, John Woddhouse, who settled here 
and in 1773 set about compounding a wine 
that resembles both sherry and purt.” 


In 1800 Woodhouse contracted with Lard 
Nelson to supply 500 pipes, or casks, of Mar- 
sala to the British fleet at Malta, 

Alarsaia starts os the common white wine 
of the neighborhood, Grape brandy is added, 
then, after preliminary aging, vine catta, 
cooked wine, which fortifies the crude wine 
further and darkens it, 

“In 1943 Alital bombers raided Marsala, 
and more than 100 bombs fell on our works,” 
said my friend, “Many of those big casks— 
the anes as big as a small room—burst, and 
wine literally ram in the gutters. The real 
wine lovers forgot their fear and came running 
with pans and bottles. People around here 
still talk about that day," 


Ruins Like a Spilled Jigsaw Puerzle 


The main read turns southeastward after 
leaving Marsala, following Sicily’s southern 
shore, then veers inland to Castelvetrano. 
Near by, on the edge of the sea ond in the 
full blaze of the southern sun, stands the 
jumble of ruins called Selinunte, once 4 reat 
tity but now so thoroughly razed and shaken 
by earthquake as to suggest spilled pieces of 
a jigsaw puzzle, 

Selinunte was the westernmost Greek colony 
in Sicily. Though the city, founded in the 
seventh century BH, C., at first maintained 
good relations with Carthage, the Carthayin- 
ins sacked it in 409 B.C, arul razed it in 
250 B, C. 

Selinunte impressive because of its sheer 
size aimed somber isolation. Rut ta see Greek 
temples in a nearly pristine state one nist 
goon to Agrimenta. 

The acropolis of Agrigento rises on its 
sharp-spined hill above a sea af almond trees, 
which in spring surround the ruins with 
white cloud of blossom, One temple; which 
archeologists list starkly as Temple F, is the 
best preserved example of Greek architecture 
in existence, after the Theseum at Athens. 
Yet no one Knows to what deity this master- 
piece was dedicated. Guidebooks call jt the 
Temple of Concord, after a Latin inscription 
unearthed near by (page 22), 

The tufa of Temple F, like that of other 
Agrigento ruins, is of a warm vellow-hrown. 
In carly morning sunlight the lovely building 
glows like u topaz ina setting of dark-green 
aimond foliage, 

From Agrigento the highroad: runs -south- 
east through the port of Gela, center of the 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Americans’ londings in 1943, ond across to 
Syracuse (Siracuga), on the east oiist. Here 
was the greatest of ofl the Greek colonies in 
Sicily, a city that rese to heights of magnif- 
cence in the arts, letters, and sciences, and 
defeated Athens herself (opposite page). 
Founded by the Corinthians about 734 
BH. C., Svracuse became the most powerful 


city in Europe after routing the Athenians 


in 413 EB, C. Thucydides: describes how 
some 200 ships fought for the supremacy of 
the Greek world, Athens suffered a terrible 


defeat; of her 40,000 armed men only 7,000 


survived to be taken Into slavery. 


Drama in a 2400-yeor-old Theater 


The 7,000 traditionally were imprisoned In 
the Quarry of the Capuchins, cut from the 
living rock of a hillside. As | walked about 
in its oppressive silence, [ saw, growing from 
crevices in the rock, striking-looking white-and- 
purple flowers, The waxy, delicately scented 
blossoms resembled passionflowers, and I pro- 
tested when my guidé nipped off several of 
the green buds, “But we do this to thousands 
every summer. Don't you recognize them?” 
he said. “They're capers.” 

Now | can never eat capers without think- 
ing of the sweet-smelling flowers that will 
never blossom, 

The semicircular Greek theater is in a te 
markable state of preservation, (Classic Greek 
dramas are often presented in it by a group 
sponsored by Sicily’s regional government. 
When DT was there, two. tragedies, Ordipns af 
Colones of Sophocles and The Trojan Women 
of Euripides, were plaved to an audience that 
came from all Italy and many other European 
countries. 

A man who sat next to me told me that in 
an earlier season a historical play had been per- 
formed here that had had its Sicilian premiere 


in ‘this same theater more than 400 years: 


before Christ. | 
Northward along the coust from Syracuse 


lies Catania, second: clty of Sicily and the 


industrial and commercial center of the ielond., 
The city is built on nine layers of ancient 
lava, three prehistoric and the last 25 recent 
n¢ 1669, Fortunately, these unwelcome out- 
pourings of the volcano Etna, which broods 
over Catania, have not reached the city in 


modern times, though several flows hove 


nearly touched it. They -are there still; 
black, fantastic areas of tortured rock. 
The proximity of a volcano frequently 


brings one blessing: that of fertile sail, The 
lavas, vomiterd from ceep within the carth, 
contiin enormous stores of minerals, which 
can support on intensive agriculture after 
long weathering, 

I went to the top of Etna, 10,636 feet 
above sea level, to see the sun tise. There 
fe a moter rom to a small alpine refuge, 
which one leaves at midnight to ride mule- 
back for a short distance, then to climb on 
foot to the erater, The read runs at first 


through rich vegetable gardens, vineyards, 


and groves of the citnis fruits that are 
Sicily’s chief agricultural export. 

We reached the top while it wis still dark 
and exceedingly cold. One of the members of 
our party, a girl, wos so sleepy (we had all 
been awakened at midnight by the mitides) 
that she fell asleep at the tip of Mount Etna, 
with her head on her knees ond, to keep wiirm, 
her seat on a fomarole. 

As we looked out to sea through the clouds 
of steam, the sky reddened and then, as sudl- 
denly as if it bad popped over the edge of a 
fat world, the red disk of the sun appeared, 
coloring the rising steam with refulgent red- 
gold and flashing cross-shaped beams through 
the refracting air (page 48). 


Sicily's Most Famous View 


Halfway between Catania and Messina 
Stands the town with the most Jamous view 
in Sicily (page 44). Taormina is sy squeezed 
on its lofty nmatural terrace that everything 
there seems miniature—the extremely narrow 
Streets, the tloy squares, the minuscule cafes. 
But the world drops away at the edge of the 
Mountain, and one Can sit sipping coffee and 
look southward across Sicily—almost, it seems, 
to Africa, 

Northward [ drove to Messina, the city 
closest to the Italian mainland, o scant five 
miles from the peninsula of Italv. Ever since 
the terrible earthquake of 1908, in which 
60,000 died and more than $0 percent of the 
city’s buildings were razed, Messina has 
erected only low structures of reinforced can- 
crete along its wide streets and avenues, It 
has the most modern look. of Sicily’s: cities 
(page 33). 

“Noor American aviators during the war 
called it the ‘ghost city,’” a Messinese told 
me, “because they would come over and 
smother it with bombs: then, when the smoke 
had cleared away, there the buildings were, 
apparcitiy intact, with no visible damoge,” 


Protected bi 


pee ie 2 or I 
Pl Raa 


26 





Ash, o SNatural leeboxw Survrves the Sun of Ernaa'’s Volegme Flank 


mows bein a deen mantic on Etna cone; they neer ewen oo the lip: trouming Veni Ti 
co bank sfanids nat far below the main crater, whieh js hidden bey the rise et upper leit, Villagers climb t 
it poe to Back out dankevjoods of anow, which thev acl to makers of Sleike's Ti Heiore the dava at 
mechanic! refrigeration, cerisin Sicilion nobles iolrited thi right to crolalt Etna’ wnows onl sulphur, 


Prom Slessing in PSs Brith and Coaneaediuin 


tropps, after driving the Germans from. the 
city, were the first af the Allies to set foot 


on the mainkend.of Tidy, Some crossed over 
oroanically, by terry.* 

| wanted to see the pecoliar form of sword- 
hhing pucticed in the Strait aol 
so] drove torliward alone the beach, pass- 
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Sicily the Three-Cornered af 


fipating observation platform. Two small 
crit, the oti, tie up to the parent vessel, 
Atop the high most a lookout stands for a 
4-hour trick, scanning through narrowed cye- 
lids the blue suntic strait. 

The lookout usually faces upstream, as fish 
swimmine with the current are swept by 
rapidly: odcasionally be turns and searches 
the sea around him-_ 


Current Reverses Every Six Hours 


“Downstream” ond “upstream” are not 
fixed terms in the atrait, because the 4-mile- 
an-hour current normally changes direction 
every six hours. The lonian Sea to the south 
and the Tyrrhenian ot the north end of the 
narrow strait have different tidal levels, anid, 
when the tide. changes, this difference catises 
violent currents and whirlpools.* 

| sat in one of the small boats several) hours 
a dav for three days, waiting for the wppear- 
ance of a fish. 

Six men man these little craft: the boss, 
who is also the harpooner; four sarsmen: and 
the lookout, whe directs the actual pursuit of 
no swordheh T was eager to film this mode 
of fishing, but T had been told that it would 
be impossible jor me to get into the small 
boat that did the harpooning because | would 
tw in the way during the speed and exctte- 
ment of the chaser, But it was typical of the 
generosity of the Sicilian fishermen that they 
immediately invited me to. join them. While 
we satin the rocking boat under the blazing 
sun, the men tossed me bits of swordiishing 
lore, 

“Whet brings the swordfish herr? 
they're like tourists,” said Francesco, 

“Tourists nothing!*' scefied another. 
“They're here on more serious busmess; it’s 
their breeding season. Haven't vou seen them 
swimming in pairs?” 

“Tf the female of a pair is harpooned,” 
captain said, “the male hangs about, and 
often we can get him too.” 

As we talked, the boats streamed at the 
ends of their pointers; The current that 
gurgled and slapped at their sides Howed south 
through the strut. 

When oppoting currents meet, or encounter 
a sudden change in depth, whirlpools form, 
In their early stages, before they become a 
smooth-sided whirling funnel, the currents 
meet with a clash of whitecaps, a peculiar 
souncdless agitation of waters that resembles a 
achoal of fish breaking on the surface, With 


th, 


the 


their sense of metaphor the Ttalians call these 
whirlpools gerdfall, carnations; the agitated 
waiters: certainly resemble that flower with 
its tight whorl of notched! petals, 

Classicnl -snilors dreaded the possage 
through the strait, particularly through the 
narrow part close to where we were anchored, 
Here a rock called Sevilla on the [tolian main- 
land nearly touches the point of Sicily, three- 
and-a-half miles away. Off the Sicilian shore 
the ancients placed, Chary bis; a monster lyi ing 


fn wait for luckless mariners, Actually it 


a whirlpool, They also feated a monster that 
lived in & cave in the rock of Sevilla. 

The: hours dragged on, the lookout clung 
to his high platform, and some of the men 
fell asleep, 

We had been three days without sithting 
a fish, though our position moved up. one 
station each day. The men, whose daily 
bread—titerally—depended on their success, 
talked ruefully, bot without real bitterness, 

To while away the time, Nino, one of the 
crew, stood up and began to sing in o Sicilian 
imitation of the Neapolitan dialect, 

A shout from the lookout came with such 
suddenness that Nino tumbled into the stern 
sheets as the captain leaped for the painter 
and cast off, Everyone automatically took his 
place, the mon at the oars standing facing 
forward, the captain. on his harpooner’s plat- 
form forward, and Nino on his short lookout 
mast amidships. 

T jumped on the midships Urwart, my left 
arm and Jeg round the-stubby mast, my right 
leg spread wide with the foot close to the 
gunwale, so that the oarsmun immediately 
behine me could sweep forward without strik- 
ing me with the loom of his oar, 


Harpooning a Swordfish 


Hugging the mast with my leit anm and 
with Nino's feet just touching my head, | 
held the camera to my eye. As eager as | 
was to make the picture, my chief fear was 
of hindering my kind Iriends in the capture 
of their first fish in three days. 

All this had taken about five seconds. Now 
we were scudding over the water, guided by 
the shouted directions of the lookout hich 
above the big vessel, The swordlish first cir- 
cled out to sea, then doubled on his track. 

When Nino caught sight of him, he jumped 


* Ser "Fishing In the Whirlpool of Charybdis,” by 
Paul A. Zohl Naviosat Grocrararc Manazinr, No- 
vember, 1953. 
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up ad down in frenzied eagerness, the soles 
of his feet slapping my head as he choutedd, 
“Forte, Nicalo! Parte, Francesca!” 

The fish straightened and swam just be- 
neath the surface as we closed to five yards, 
wher suddenly the lookout cried, “Stop all!" 
Silent now, the boat shot a length ohead, posh- 
ing a suddenly audible bow wave, and at the 
same instant the lox cried, “Blessed SM. 
Mark!" and let fy his 14-foot harpoon, It 
struck solidly, the line snaked out trom the 
basket where it Jay in coils, and the sword- 
fish, held fast by the barbed spearhead, towel 
the beet out to sen. 

The fishermen calculate half an hour to 
rach 100 pounds when bringing a fish to 
boat, This time ours came in quickly, as he 
wiighed only 90 pounds Small as he was, 
the men were overjoved at catching some- 
thing after so lone a wait, With a formal 
air the captain cut out the choice saddle just 
back of the shoulder and presented it to me. 
I protested, but the crew would not hear of 
my not accepting, 

My gevul friends put me ashore at Ganzirri 
beach, pointing out a restaurant where, they 
said, the swordfish would be cooked in proper 
Messina stvle, 

An hour later T sat on the terrace, facing 
the strait, whith at the change of tides, the 
“balance waters” of the fishermen, reflected 
a mauve ofterclow on its wlnssy suriace. | 
hud eaten ao couple of dozen fresh mussels, 
which had been cultivated in the lazoan at 
my back, Now my hot placed his master- 
niece before me: roast swordfish steak, with 
pungent Sicilian lemon and a delicate caper 
duce. A dry ond heady white wine from 
the slopes of Etna completed one of the re- 
pasts that I shall always remember, both 
for itaelf anc for the generosity of the humble 
men who furnished its centerpiece, 


Wind and Fire Gods Dwelt-on Vuleano 


One day 1 sailed from Messina through the 
trait to the Aeolian Islands (Tsole Rolie), 
We nosed out of the harbor at dawn, over 
leadenly vlistening water, past the cape of 
Sevlla, and out Into the suddenly blue Tyr- 
rhenian Sea, 

The first island of the Agolian, or Volcanic, 
group that we raised was the largest, Lipari. 
A white gleam, low on the horizon, slowly 
tose to become the island's pumice motn- 
taineides. 


A bestman, who rowed standing and fac-. 


ing: forward, like nearly all men of the Medi- 
terranean, ferried me from Lipari to the islane 
af Vuleano. On the way we passed lowering 
feragiend, volcanic needles rising black and 
sheer from the sea (pawe 48), 

Vuleana hos more than its share of lezened. 
even for the Mediterrmnean. For here were 
supposed to live not only Volcan, god of fire, 
but als Aeolus, god of the winds, Acolus's 
dwelling turned out to be a disappointing 
seties Of shallow caves. 


Alum Forms « Bitter “Snow" 


But Vulcano’s crater, though innocent of 
violent eruptions for more than half a cen- 
tury, looked like 4 fire god's dwelling, Fume- 
roles hissed and puffed on the slopes of the 
wide oni deep crater, their evil-smelling 
fumes staining the lava debris with bright- 
vellow sulphur (pages 41,-42-43). With the 
sun beating-down and the earth's heat under- 
foot, it wus sufliwatingly hot in the crater of 
this mother volcano, the orchetype, si to 
speak, from which they a tioke their nome: 
For in Italy vulcanology got tts earliest start, 
amd many of the terms used in the science 
are [talian in origin, 

Round the steam vents on Vulcano’s slopes 
sulphur had condensed in vivid yellow needie- 
shaped crystals. Alum formed crystals of 
glistening white “snow.” | mucde the mistuke 
of tusting a bit of this on the end of my 
finger. The nauseating bitterness stayed with 
the for the rest of the day, 

Toiling back up the loose rubble of the 
slope to the crater’s tim, we shipped back 
constantly, and | was reminded of the under- 
world tortures of Sisyphus, son of Aeolus, who 
tolled a rock up an incline only to have it slip 
and come thundering down again, over and 
over, endlessly, as in a nightmare, 

That evening I stowd on the beach watching 
at blood-red sun, distorted to oblatences by 
the atmosphere till it seemed to bulge at the 
equator like Jupiter, sink into the sea; Against 
the orange afterglow a triangular lateen sail 
moved in black silhouette like the backward- 
curving dorsal fin of some super shark, leav- 
ing a coppety track on the sea. 

ltalians are a nation of divers. From ear- 
liest times the inhabitants of the peninsula and 
its islands have gone down into their limpidl 
sae. Frogmen anc goggle fishermen hrst saw 
bottom here. During the days of the Empire 
the Romans employed men with the curious 

(Comimucd on page 37°) 
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Latin name of orinatores—divers—to swim 
just under the surface, breathing from g@oat- 
skins or through reed tubes, and approach 
enemy ships to scuttle them or set them afire 

And the modern sport of underwater hunt- 
ing of fish first became formalized in Haly. 
Today there ure no more enthusiastic gopg- 


vlers than the Italians, wd history records 


what the frogmen, ridiny astride 2-man, tor- 
pedoes of Italinn invention, did te the British 
naval unite in Gibraltar ancl Alexandria. 
Never have I seen seas 0 clear as in the 
Volcanic Islands. When | floated in the waters 
off Vuleano ond Stromboli, 7 seemed to be 


suspended over a sounilless landscape that 


suggested the dead vistas of the moon, 
Silvery Bubbles Kise from the Sea 


Like the moon, ten, the bottom found these 
islands shows evidence of some coloseal cate- 
cram. Cyeclopean blocks of stone and con- 
forted masses of congealed lava looming up 
from the sea bed recall the elemental forces 
of vulcaniam and record a cataclysm of such 
magnitude as to stagver the imagination. 
‘Over this bottom the gozgler Moats, silent and 
awed, watching the black slopes slide down 
into the luminous blue haze of depth, 

Of the sland of Ponarea, submarine pas 
jets release strings of silvery bubbles in deep 
water, The columns of bubbles rise slowly 
in wavering lines. loose ropes of silver globes, 
expanding as-they near the surface. 

Some bottoms wear a thick carpet of gross- 
like yellow weed that bends first one Wily, 
then back, with the surge of the sen, like 2 
boy's close-cropped hair ruttlal by a breeze. 

At Strombollechio—Littlhe Stromboli—lI 
watched goggle fishermen jackknife, then. sur- 
face dive vertically downward, swimming with 
the aid of rubber fine, Staving under far more 
than a minute, they peered into crevices in 
the face of the rock looking for the: rernig, 
a fat grouper. IT saw one gogeler thrust his 
gun inty a crack, heard a dull ofveg, and 
watehed the fishermin haul in a struggling 
5-pound fish. 

linliins, though they pioneered in the use 
af oxyeen-breathing apparatus, are especially 
adeqy at diving without breathing equipment. 
In 1932 Le Raimondo Bucher of the [talian 
Air Force achieved the world’s record depth. 
Wearing only a gogele aml! rubber fins, he 
dived to an amazing [28 feet off Capri, 

Stromboli is nothing more than « volcanic 
cone rising from the sea, There is barely 


room for the island's litthe towns to cling to 
the edves of the muuntain, which rises from a 
2,000-foot depth, 

The padre at the main village of San Vin- 
cenzo told me of the large oumbers of emi- 
grants who hac! left the island for the United 
States, Australia, and Argentina, 

“Before the war we had 3,500 Inhabitunts 
an the island,” he said, “Now there ire 
barely 700, Many of our houses stand empty, 
and those destroyed by eruptions of out 
mountain are seldom rebuilt.” 

If the undersea landscapes round the Vol- 
canic Islands are lunar, with thelr eerie blue- 
green luminosity, the topside of Stromboli is 
Martian, a desolate seene in rec and black. 

One day 1 climbed to the top, 3,038 feet 
ative the sea, well before dark, and elambered 
down a ridge to look into the active mouth of 
the volcane. Tt was steaming quietly when I 
reached a spur that overlooked the depths, 
but suddenly there was a rushing sound, like 
an explosive exhalation on a gigantic scale, 
aml black frogments of slag flew into the air 
and pattered an the slopes (page 16). 

Within the gaping interior of the mountain 
there were several holes, The guide pointed 
to the biggest ctater and said, “Tt Is not that 
mouth which makes the fire: that one has 
already spilled lava and finds itself satisfied ; 
its belly is empty. The fire comes from down 
there uncer the steam cloods.* 


Descent Like o Dream Treadmill 


After dark we stood on the highest part 
of the muin crater’s edge, watching the spn- 
radically erupting inner mouth spew rel tracer 
into the air (page 17). When the col] wind 
blew inland from the sea, particles of glass- 
like lava stung dur faces. 

To descend more quickly, we started down 
the far sile of the mountain, skidding on 
at S0edegree slope of soft volcanic osh, In 
nearly absolute blackness we stumbled down 
the vielding stuff as if on the endless soft 
treadmill of a dream. [t was a relief to come 
io straggling groves of olive trees, to the 
vineyards; and so at last to the: town, 

When i sailed away from Stromboli one 
morning, the little ship skirted the edge af the 
great cone and passed close under the Sciara 
del Fuoco, the long black slide down which 
the lava fragments and streams of liquid rock 
come Towing, striking the sea with explosines, 
hissingrs, and clouds of steam, 

The ship put in at Milazeo, on a thin finger 
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of land that stretches toward the Aeolians 
from Sicily’s tnainland, Prom here | took an 
inland route to Palermo, 

Seay’: hinterland is a jumble of mountains 
and hills, The read wound down into valleys 
that in spring were brilliant with carpets ‘of 
poppies, purple lupines, and yellow broom, but 
in midsummer are a uniform yellow-brown of 
wheittiell: anc sun-seared grass, Stone tows 
loomed from the crests of mountains, 

fevond Enna, near the geographical cen- 
ter-of the ishined, | passed the yawning mouths 
of sulphur mines, strangely enough far re- 
moved fram any active voleanoes, Miners 
bring up dull-colored rock that is heated in 
furnices to draw off the liquefied sulphur. 


Tune Trap Brought by Moors 


One day in Palermo [ received a telegram 
from the director of the Favignana fishery: 
the tuna had appeared in force and it was 
time for a maftento—a killing, 

Late tach Spring, as they have since the 
dawn of time, the tuna reappear in the waters 
ot Sicily, swimming south on their annual 
breeding migration. 

Noone knows with certainty where they 
come from. One school used to maintain that 
they entered the Mediterranean from the open 
Athintic; another describes a vertical migra- 
tion, the tuna staying in deep water most of 
the year and coming to the surface to swim 
southward in the spring. 

The huge fish reappear early in May, and 
the migration lasts until the end of June. This 
8 the happy time, when the tuna, “traveling 
cn the left eve" —that is, keeping the cenest 
on their Jelt—awim toward Africa, Durie 
July the fish, having mated and spawned, re- 
turn northward, but this time in smaller 
groups, thinner, hungrier, and wiser, and the 
nel fishing is not so good, 

| took ‘hip at Trapani fo go over to the 
Eenicli Islands to See the erent fommcra of 
Favicnana, largest in the Mecliterranean: The 
tonnara is the system of nets stretched across 
the migration path of the giant fish. 

There are stone quarries on Foviunana, and 
the people grow some grapes, but tuna fishing 
is the chief business: of the island, Ina wine- 
shop that night the secretary of the fishery in- 
troduced me to some qf the fishermen who 
would man the nets at dawn nest morning. 

T met the rots, captain of the fishery, a 
mustache old man with kindly eves and o 
sharp jutting chin, The Arabic word “rais” ts 


one of many Moorish terms used in the 
tonnara, The rais-told me that the tonmnara 
had been brought to Sicily from North Africa 
md that the records of the Favignana nets 
went back unbroken to the 17th century. 
“We hive a man constantly on watch,” 
said the rais. “He lojks down through o 
plass-hottomed bucket and counts the fish as 
they come in, Then he opens the netting 
doors to let the fish pass fram one chamber 
to another. When he thinks there are enough 
to warrant a killing, he sends word to me,” 
At dawn I stood on the pier beneath o 
high bare hill and watched the black boats 
aswmble in the vellow morning light. The 
heavy work boats were towed out in a long 
string to. the nets about o mile offshore. I 
went in the last small bout with the rais. 
The tonnara is a net-system stretching from 
the surface to the ocean floor in two mai 
parts (page 10). The foot, a barrier a mile 
and a half long. stretches from the shore across 
the migration path of the tuna. This net 
deflects the fish, which turn shoreward ancl 
then encounter another, shorter barrier that 
conducts them to the door Jeading inte a 
series of enclosed traps or chambers, The 
last of thear, the “chamber of death,” is the 
only one that has a netting floor, When the 
tuna aire at last gathered in this trap, the men 
hail the floor almost to the surface, then pull 
out the wildly charging fish with hooks on the 
ends of long poles. This is the mattanset, 
Our towboat cast a= off close ta a bobbing 
huoy, The tien took off their cans and 
chorused, “Good morning, St. Peter!” The 
saint's picture on the buoy seemed to mod, 


Fish Swim into Chamber of Death 


The other boats continied on te the lines 
of floats marking the end of the series of 
chambers and farmed a U round three sides 
of the chamber of death. 

Our litte boat moved in over the gate snd 
down to the second of the eight chambers. 
The boat had 9 small gtass-hottomed well 
amiclehins, and [sat over this, huddled under 
an old sail, [pressed my face to the luminous 
blue-green window, and when my ¢yes grew 
aocistomed tu the dim light, I saw them. 
Enormous shadowy fish, fusiform and com: 
pact as submarines, slowly swimming about 
20 feet down, endlessly going round in counter: 
clockwise circles, Their sickle tails flicked 
from side to side. anid flecks af vellow Heht 


‘gleamed from caudal finlets: 
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As | watched, ahead and a powerful whilf 
of tobacco entered my sail tent. 

“Pretty, eh?” said the head, “That big 
ene Tl go better than 700 puwnds. Why 
don't they break out? Ha, they could if they 
tried: the netting’s only thin coconut fiber! 
But—" the fisherman chucklei|—*right now 
the tuna are foolish, because they are in love, 
Tt doesn't occur to a lovesick tuna to try to 
break out of a net; no, he <wime patiently 
rend and round, like a sheep.” 

The sea is TOO feet deep at this point, and 
the tuna would sometimes sink so deep as they 
circled that they became ghostly yellow-green 
Mutlines in the cohalt depths, 

Another boat had moved up to thé entrance 
to the next chamber. With o boat hook. a 
man lifted the netting door. 


Broken Grockery Lures Tuna 


A fisherman at the open gate threw bits of 
broken white crockery in the water. As they 
sank. the shards fluttered like falling leaves, 
und their surfaces sent moons of white light 
glancing through the water, Eventually a 
curious tuna would go to investigate, then 
swim through the gate. 

When the great fish came close to my win- 
dow, | could see marks of bites they bad 
given each other, the fishermen said, in amor- 
ous excitement, Suddenly | saw them stream 
toward the gate, head to tail, in one swift 
movement, Like sheep, they hod all followed 
the leader, The netting woe pulled up be- 
hind them, and we settled to wait patiently 
for them to move into the next chamber anil 
then, finally, into the fatal Inst chamber. 

When they were all in and the gate had been 
closed, the black tesrelle, biegest boat of all, 
moved in, Only the rais's boat remained in- 
side the closed rectungle. 

The net on three sides of the rectangle had 
Hready been hanled to take up slack from 
the “body, or net floor, Now the vascello 
men, standing om broad gunwales, began to 
pull the fooring up from its 100-foor depth. 

Thev pulled anyhow at first: then, as the 
heaviest netting neared the top, they began o 
chantey, swaving and hauling tn unison like a 
corms de ballet. They chanted: in Sicilian 
mixed with Arabic: 

EY Sen Petrie pevcaiuri 
Aia mola! Ai mata! 


The rectangle of sea, sheltered by the black 
hulls and the crowded fishermen, remained 


preen ond calm at first, As the net floor came 
closer to the surface, bhick shapes darted 
uhowt in panic, tail fins cut the water, and 
& shout rose from the men. Then piande- 
monium brake loose 

The beating tails of charging fish sent foun- 
tains of spray into the air, and the water 
botled as they hurled themselves at the net- 
ting walls. But this pirt of the net was made 
of heavy rope, antl their effort wae pscless. 
The fish churned madly as the men fastened 
off the net and picked up hooked poles; With 
shouts and imprecations they stabbed at the 
mass of churning fish, two or three hooking 
into the sume torpedo. body, 

As muny as six men would take hold of 
one 00-pound tina to pull the monster over 
the gunwale, There would come « point when 
the water no longer buoved up the erent 
weight and the giant fish was poised halfway. 
when the group-seemed frozen as in o tablewn. 


Suddenly the men would give one more con- 


certed heave, and the fish would tip and slide 
headfirst inte the boat as the men bent like 
sheaves of wheat on each cide, away from 
the thrashing tail that was capable of crushing 
a skull with one blow (pages 10-11}. 

As the heavy vascello filled with the thrash- 
ing fish, it trembled with the vilration af the 
monsters, The sea reddened with blood, 
Spray spouted into the oir, ond the men, 
maddened by the primitive struggle, yelled, 
shouted, and cursed. 

One by one the fish came into the boat ane 
the tumult died down, until a small lone tuna, 
which had been ceaselessly circling his prison, 
was harpooned and bouted. 


Fishermen Give Thonks for Catch 


Then, a& suddenly as the uproar had begun, 
there fell w dead silence. The fishermen, 
standing an the gunwales in their wel and 
bloodstained clothes, removed their caps and 
bowed their heads, thanking God for senling 
them once more the harvest of the sea. 

The net floor was unfastened and allowed 
to sink slowly to the bottum: the boats forse 
once more in line and were taken in tow, I 
rode in the vascello with the S88 tuna. The 
sea was strangely quiet and peaceful after the 
noise and excitement of the lust half hour. 

As we came into harbor, three fishing ves 
sels hoisted rust-ted sails and moved slowly 
out to sen to take up their positions for the 
night's wark. The cycle of fishing; like that 
of life itsell, goes endlessly on in Sicily, 
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Cruising Florida’s Western Waterways 


Four Men in a Houseboat Explore a Labyrinth of Jungle-girt, 
Spring-fed Streams Emptying into the Gulf of Mexico 


By Rene ALLYN 


Finstrations by National Geographic Photographer Bates Littlehales 


L: was a glorious morning on Tampa Bay, 
An bour-old sun gilded the wave tips sane 
= bathed St, Petershurg'’s sky line In & 
golden glow. A northeast breese raised roll- 
ing swells as we rounded Point Pinellas, passed 
the tall supports of the 15-mile overwater Sun- 
shine Skyway, ond headed north. 

White pelicans, flying in formation, wheeled 
from near-by Summer Resort Rey. In the 
mangrove tangle of Indian Key, brown pell- 
cans sat unalraid as we passed, 

We were sailing on ow cruise of Florida west- 
coast waterways in oné of the most unorthmlox 
croft the Sunshine State has ever seen. Water 
Waren is a 24-foot, square-hulled houseboat 
designed specificnily for shoul-jraft navigation 
—anel for comtnart. 

Qur ultimate woul was the middle reaches 
of the storied Suwannee River: from its prin- 
cipal source in Gworgia’s Okefinokee Swamp, 
the stream follows a serpentine 240-mile course 
to the Gulf of Mexico, En route to the Su 
wanes we were to explore other beautiful 
streams emptying into the Gulf (map, page 
53)," 

Where Rivers Gush from the Earth 

This coastal labvrinth is among the wonders 
uf the United! States, Many of ite rivers seem 
to emerve full blown from the earth. Actually, 
sume are born in swampy areas, but all are 
fed in part from subterranean reservoirs filled 
hy infiltration through the limestone core 
underlying Floritia's upland watersheds. 

Rock formations under the riverbeds serve 
as filters: the water bubbles up crystal clear. 

The largest of these rivers, the Withlacoo- 
chee, carries water enotigh to-supply 2 city of 
3,000,000 people; each of the next three pours 
out enough for a population of half a million. 

Most of the rivers bear musical Indi 
names and course through dense jungle growth, 
agreen barrier that has resister! shore-line de- 
velopment since De Soto's day. 

Of for a holiday in this fabulous region, 
we were what west-coast newspapermen de- 
scribed asan ‘intrepid: crew”: Channing Cope, 


‘Sunset, 


Atlania journalist und radio commentator; 
Dorsey Newson, world traveler and resident 
of St. Petershurg: Bates Littlehales, o staff 
photographer for the Narioxar Grocmaraic 
Macazixe, and 1, Rube Allyn, outdeor editor 
of the St. Petersburg Times, Four happier 
and more expectant muriners would be bard 
to fined. 


Craft Conceived on Midway Islan 


Our unusual craft was the fruit of day- 
dreams that had filled my head during long 
months of wartime duty In the Pacific. When 
[ finally wot buck te Florida, plane 71 had 
traced on Midway Islands’ sands were trins- 
ferred toon naval architect's blueprints, 

Water Waeon's flat bottom is reinforced by 
nin stout keels that act as guards anc run- 
hers, permitting passage over rocks and fallen 
trees. Two 25-horaepower outboard motors 
move the boat at a lively clip. 

Another feature is the vessel's sharply up- 
swept low. With block and tackle for pulling, 
motors for pushing, and the keels for slid- 
ing, we hoped to ball out way over such 
obstacles as tree trunks projecting above the 
wrter level. Barriers like these would defeat 
any other kind af leat. 

Internally our craft is as efficient as a 
modem howse trailer: comforts include hat- 
ted gas for cooking, a 110-volt electric evs- 
tem for lights and refrigeration, and hot and 
cold showers, The four af us slept on bers 


with innerspring mattresses; theae converted 


inte comfortible chairs for daytirne hows. 

At the start of our crise friendly escort 
vessele from St. Pete and Clearwater accom- 
panied Weer Waerea as far as St. Joseph 
Sound anid then tumed back. We set a course 
for Anchote Keys Livhi, which was sivhted at 
Bevond ite Hoshing white lamp we 
cropped anchor moa cove off Anclole Keys 
(pave 54). 

At daybreak (ater Wagen’s crew was up to 


* See “Florki—The Fountain of Yeuth,” br fokns 
Oliver La Gorce, Natioval Cipocearmi  Magarivs, 
January, 1930, 
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witch Nature's endless eat-or-be-caten drama 
in the clear water of the Gulf. Grotesque 
octopuses odeed warily out of their loirs; 
chunky groupers, havering motionless near by, 
waited to gulp them down if they came within 
reach. | 

Sinister-looking sting rave Mapped in fram 
the channel, moving their fins rhythmically 
as they inspected the bottom for hermit crabs 
in search of their own breakfast of minute 
harnacles clinging to seq grass, A dusky 
shark vlided silently behind « sting ray, await- 
ing the opportune moment to dash in and 
Slice off a fm. then devour the cripple. 

Hoisting anchor, we cruised up the Anclote 
River and snuggled into a berth at the Tarpon 
Springs dock. beside the sponge-fishing issel 
Kedokia. Capt. George Hilliris, her owner, 
boasted that the 30-year-old ship is «till one 
of the sturdiest members of the famous sponge 
fleet. Dhozens like her bobbed side by side, 
hows to the quty.* 

Evdokia, regarded as a “lucky” ship, holes 
an envioble record for her hauls of sponges. 
Her basic design—aimd that of her sister ves- 
sels—has been used by Greek fishermen for 
centuries. No major changes, except addition 
af engines, have ever been made, 


Fried Octopus for Breakfast 


The old-world atmosphere of Tarpon 
Springs i much the same os in a seaside Greek 
village, Water Wagon's crew sauntered about 
the cobbled) waterfront; on Athens Street) we 
joined sponge divers anc deckhands at a cof- 
fee shop (page 66). In near-by restaurants 
the preferred breakinet is: fried squid and 
octopus, sweet pastry, ond tiny cups of stron 
Greck ooties, 

Later in the day we threaded oor way up 
the Anclote in Water Wagon, moving from 
deserted marshland into virgin forest. Be- 
neath a bluff two Negro fishermen squatted 
on a bit of sandy shore. 

“Catching anything?” | asked. 

“Sheepshead,” one of them shouted. 

“Thev're the smartest fish! Yow can't ¢ntch 
a sheepsbead till you learn to pull before be 
hites. It's the feelin’ of the water that you 
yank on! Tf you wait for a sherpshead to 
bite, it's toa Tate, He's done got your bait 
nipped off neat.” | 

Thirty miles north of the Anclote we ap- 
proached the Weekiwachee. Indians gave the 
stream its name, which means “Tittle water,” 
At its mouth a strong, sparkling Aow greeted 


us, Clear as air, the river is alive with fish. 

Red hay trees, bright with shiny berries, 
erow tall on each side of the Woekiwacheo 
and intertwine overhead. When crushed, the 
leaves give off w delichtful aroma. Edging 
the river banks. cypresses and giant oaks fight 
for space with magnolias, swamp maples, and 
sweet gums. Vines twine wherever there is 
space, and towering sabal palms push their 
fronds above the-forest rod? to reach the outer 


gir, 


Occasionally a stand of jack pines and 
spruce pines takes over, entwined with wild 
traipes and often festooned with the three- 
leafed gangster of the forest—poison. ivy, 


Water Wages Climbs ower Barriers 


Aso we made our way up the mirrorlike 
river's verdant tunnel, we felt as Alice must 
have felt when she etepper through the look- 
ing alas: (pave 56), 

Few boats of any sine have attempted the 
passyce up the Weekiwachee: Even in Water 
Wagon it was no trip for the timid. 

Same of the dead trees in our path we lifted: 
others we presse] down and then vaulted over 
in « burst of full power. Precise timing wae 
required in cutting the motors at the right 
moment to avoid piling into other obstruc- 
tions. At some places the river was completely 
blocked: at others fl was so narrow we had 
to cut away the hanks and pull the boast 
through with block ond tackle (paw 63), 

Around every curve our perspiring efforts 
were rewarded, Wild orchids flourish on the 
river's tangled banks, and tall, graceful pick- 
erelweed, called winmnpee by the Indians, grows 
thickly at the water's edie. 

Qur craft sent wood ducks bursting. into 
flight, Black-crowned night herons, Florids 
sallinules, and linipkins were plentiful, Tall 
mitled trees supported the tangles of osprey 
nests: the high-voiced fish hawks wheeled 
above them. 

Anhingas (snukebirds) hid behind drift- 
worl branches and eyed uswarily, Swimming 
with head and abcut 12 inches of neck show- 
ing, they looked like prehistoric reptiles, At 
i distance one would never guess that birds 
were attached to these sinister “serpents,” 

At Weekiwachee Spring, the headwaters of 
this challenging river, our lights picked up 
1 man standing on the dock. He wore a re- 

Seo “Sponge Fishermen of Tarpon Springs,” by 


Jeonle FE. Harris, Nativwat Geocnarior Manane, 
January, 147. 
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Cruising Florida’s Western Waterways él 


into tanks and mowed the grass on both sides. 
but somehow mace it back to the Gulf, We 
spent the night anchored ut the river mouth, 

Nix liv startled flocks of toots swept 
above Water Wager as we nosed inte the 
(haseahowiteka River. 

Safe behind markers that show the limits 
of the Chassahowiteka National Wildlife Ref- 
uve, mallerd«, roddies. black ducks, and ring- 
necks swam in flocks. Canada geese honked 
mourmnfoliy in the distance. Rafts of bald- 
paites swim on the river. ‘Toward the Gulf 
we saw howled mergansers, white pelicans, 
hoat-tailed prackles, and herons of three 
species—little blue, great blue, and Lowisinnn. 

Chassahowiteka is a Seniinole nome mean- 
ing “hanging pumpkin.” As in other west- 
coast rivers, its water ts sparking. In con- 
trast to the Weekiwachee, which has a heavy 
growth of hardwood! trees to the water's odge, 
the Chassahowiteka’s banks are grassy, the 
curves casy and gentle, Thick forests stand 
solidly on each side a few yards back from 
the river. 

Seven miles upstream we were greeted by 
penMunent residents—a fumily of otters. Un- 
afraid of the boat and intensely curious, they 
followed us to a landing where a trail con- 
necting with a paved highway met the river. 


Oners Slide Like Kids in School 


Otters, unlike many other forms of wildlife, 
are holding their own ‘along Florida’s rivers. 
These furry clowns of the animal world play 
many games for amusement, a favorite sport 
is sliding down slick banks Into the stream, 

The clear water of Chassahowlizka Springs, 
bubbling up from crevices and holes in the 
limestone, Is surrounded by hovering giants— 
water caks bearded with Spanish moss, As 
the sun moves across the sky, the oaks cast 
fantastic shadows resembling immense figures 
which appear to be sturdving the fish swimming 
teelinw., 


Page 60 
© Pleasure Boats Skim Tampa Hay, 
Where Galleans Bobbed 400 Years Ago 


Conquistadors, searching for gold anil prowrts, 


berthed their fects here in the fhth century. Five 
uf Florida's springs ompiy into the twin-promerd bow ; 
nu S0-foot-deep channel carries ships to. Tampa- 
Water. [Favor ites the trianzular burgee of the St. 
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Guard, A ketch crosses fet tere, 
EB Salita! Geigretiie Sia ity 
Bviseheume by Sathorn! Genres | hetrpteceer fares Li tleta tes 


Bass, bluegill, ancl perch compete for space 
in the springs with salt-water species: cham 
nel bass (redfish, of red drum), cheepsheaed, 
mangrove snappers, and sea trout. Fish are 
especially numerous in the fall and winter, 
when Gull waters ore cool. Salt-water fah 
seem to love this clear river water, which stays 
close to 73" F. all yenr. 

kent Myers, manager of Chassahowiizka 
Nitional Wildlife Refuge. blooded ws aboard 
his. air hoat—a shallow-water craft driven by 
an airplane engine—for a fast look over the 
river country, ‘Theti we saw the geese 7 had 
beard when Wufer Wegonw entered the river: 
with wings clipped, they were penned in the 
refuge. While the birds were growing new 
feathers, they served to lure other geese into 
the area (page 58), 


Nature's Fish Bowl Inspires the Crew 


From Chassahowitzka landing we ¢rouised 
(Gownstteam, then northward in the Gulf to 
the. Homosassa River mouth, Here we sow 
fishermen attach moters to the bows of their 
boats and operite the craft stern first. Nets 
are carried forward instead of aft as in. other 
Coastal waters. 

I asked a ftshermon about this unusizal 
practice; he pondered carefully before answer- 
ing. 

“Well, it@ Tike this,” he told me. “Same 
people take a pointed bow and slice through 
the water and then drag the whole blamed 
river after ‘em in backwash—and thev ain't 
gettin’ nowhere, We push our flat and slopin’ 
end, like yours,” he pointed to Water Wagon's 
bow, “over the waves, not through ‘em, The 
sharpened end we trail, ‘cause evervbody 
knows that.a canoe stern eases the backwash.” 

We cruised to the headwaters of the Homo-« 
sussa River, then went ashore and inspected 
Nature's Fish Bowl, a spring-fermed pool 
filed with snook up to 40 pounds in weight, 
mullet, sheepsheod, catfish, mangrove -snap- 
per, and many other species, 

The sight whetted our appetites for bath 
fishing and the taste of fish Until this 
moment we fad disciplined ourselves anid re- 
irained from spending precious time with rod 
antl teel. We could stand it no longer, how- 
ever, and cast Wafer Haven loose to driit 
(ownriver, fishing as we wert. Long alter 
sunset the sound of whirring reels, plopping 
lures; and cries of delight broke the stillness 
as one after another af the river's finny in- 
habitants hit our offerings, | 
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Fog delaved us in the Homosassa and the 
sun was high when Wefer Wagon sailed for 
the Crystal River, Here aeain we threw dis- 
ciplinge to the winds and hoppaly took time 
aut for another bout of serious fishing. 

My first cast drew a blank, but Dorsey had 
a leautiful strike. On my nest cast T hooked 
a sea trout. The fun wis citi. 

Bates and Channing got their lores in the 
water quickly. The fish hit everything that 
we tissed at them, The four of us must have 
landed more than 100 in all, We counted 
20 different kinds in an hour and a half, 
There was slwoys a fish coming in, often four 
at atime. We kept only the large sea trout 
and released) the others. 


The Crystal River is wide and deep, with 
no snug or trees to endanger a bout. Sweet 
hav, cedar, maple, and magnolia trees throw 
shadows over swirling pools created by bub- 
bling springs. 

Garhieh rolled on the surface like minitie- 
ture porpoises as we neared Crystal River 
village. At the horbor entrance sits a. boat- 
shaped ishand: o howe resembling a ship's 
cabin perches in its center, Lt, L. C, Poole, 
4 tetired submariner, ane his wife built their 
snug harbor this way to preserve the feeling 
of living at sen, 

The village, we found, is enjoying a moclest 
boom; homeseekers have discovered its idyllic 
surroundings. Little change has eecurred since 
settlers came from Georgina and = up a health 
camp a century ago. Today obout 1,000 
people, mostly fishermen und oystermen, live 
in Crystal River, 

From our anchorage at near-by Paradise 
Point resort, we roamed the area, hoping to 
sight a manatee, the big, ungainly sea cow 
ence plentiful on Florida’s Gulf coast, A few 
survivars exist in Florida waters, including 
Crystal River. We examined deep poole teenm- 
ing with fish, among them great tarpon, but no 
manatees appeared, As a consolation prise, 
we filled Water Wager’: refrimerator with red- 
fish, trout, and bess, 

A-few hours took us out of the Crvstal River 
inte the open Guilt, and then to the Withla- 
coochee, Chiugging upriver, we were struck 
by the abundance of bird life. 

Willets, sanderlings, and sandpipers af dit- 
ferent species scampered over rock piles on 
the Withlacnochee's sparse beaches, Royal 
and common terns were sighted, as were black 


vultures, fish crows, and kinefishers,. Double- 
crested cormorants and herring gulls were 
plentiful. Each of us waited impatiently for 
a tum at the binoculars, 

The Withlacoochee (little great water) dif- 
fers from other Florida west-coast streams in 
being deep and narrow. One of the State's 
lohgest, it rises in the highlinds of central 
Florida and winds for about 150 miles between 
verdant forests of cypress. Barges are tower! 
7 miles upstream against the current to Inglis. 
Ol is the principal carga. 

Fout miles up the river, at Leak Walton 
Lodge, we heard that o giant alligator, reputed 
to be 16 feet long, lived in the neighborhood. 
Butes and [ set out to try to photegraph the 
monster, 

We saw the alligator, but it disappeared 
before we could get a picture, Both of us 
had camerus trained on the bank when we 
approached, but neither one cuught more than 
half of the gtant creature, 

Water Wagon took us on to the Florida 
Power Curporation cam. Here foaming sheets 
of water cascade through a spillway into a 
awill whirlpool and rapicts. 

A channel of quiet water carried! us around 
this dangerous stretch, and we entered o lock 
that lifted us 22 feet to the upper river, The 
dam has flooded what was once o thick forest 
of cedur and cypress. Now an tmnnense lake 
takes its place; gaunt old cypress trunks 
painted dead bronches from Ms waters as 
we pected. Called the Backwater, it le re- 
garded as one of Florida's premier territories 
for lange-tiuuth bass; 


Chonning Swallows « Morse 


About 12 miles upriver from the dam the 
Withlacoucher merges with the Rainbow 
River, the latter originating in Rainbow 
Springs, 5 miles north. 

Enormous large-mouth bass inhabit the 
stream, lurking under tree roots along the 
bank and occasionally dashing out to capture 
o meal from passing schools of bloewills 
Sight-seers study the teeming underwater 
world of the Withlacoochee from elass-bottom 
hewts; others don Aqualungs to explore the 
depths, 

As Water Wagon cruised downstream, 
swift current transformed the leisurely craft 
into am express-speed cruiser, We logged het- 
tet than 15 knots steadily. As we entered the 
Withlacoochee’s mouth, | was about to suz- 

(Continued on page 73) | 





ia 









* "Tarpon Springs Girls 

Welcome the Author 

with o Sponge Lei 
Phar Thing epan int 


1 
/ t ff is F T 
territie of Lamon Sprin oe 


_ 
a oe ae 


PE, ~ ) : ==: 


j=, 7 - 
I 


*Gourmet’s Delight: the Succulent Stone Crab 


teat healin intial ' a | I 7 | 
t ra | (fl ry LP it | i Lo 





rill 


im the Topside t 


Cedar Coals 


pe 
| 
ail 

= 
uf 

a 
ha 

a 


Heef S 


Homosissn Kiver: 


io ihe 


i OT ATS | 





pil i tl 


Excursiongsts Aboard the Poddle-wheelmy fon Relle Ghde Down the Weekiw 


' 1 i 
I aL ELI LPal LPLES PEL ae | 





= A Florida NVbernioid 
I-ceds asd iit the EF Dice a 


at VW ce kaw niche i be in 


¥* Snoectators Siny Dry 
Below Water Level 








7 rz 
i 
a 
& = 
* 
Pye 
- .* 
t * = 
i 
Bs 
a = = |? 
« # = 
4‘. - “ 
+ 
, | 
r 


"ae k l I 1 af # | 
Aguabelles Lure Water Wagon's Skipper to Ther Underwater Stage 


A pe 


Euro | 





1 E = n 
(Clathish Trapped in the Suwannee 


Weih | te iu Plies Pounds 


* 





Hammock and Mundolin Spell Siesta 


an the Plagid HMearipenesg 





Cruising Florida's Western Waterways #3 


Suddenly an unearthly 
Startled, Bates, 


gest some fishing. 
scream came from below, 
Dorsey, ane f starecl aft. 

‘The noise continued above the throbbing of 
the motors, Channing was stargering around 
in the galley clutching his threat. His eves 
were as big as saucers, and he held a plastic 
tumbler at arm's length. 

The three of us obandoned the steering 
wheel and piled through the hatch. T shut 
off the motors. Dorsey and Bates supported 
Channing as, he struggled. Strangling sounds 
come from his open mouth as he pointed down 
his throat. 

Bates looked in Channing's mouth, then 
grasped on object and dragged it out. “My 
sea horse! You've killed my sea horse!” he 
shanuterd, 

Channing, red-faced and punting, yelled: 
“Uf 1 haven't, it will be a pleasure to drown 
both you and your sea horse!” 

Here’s what had happened. In the Gulf 
the night before, when the anchor was hoisted, 
Bates found a sea horse in the weeds hooked 
around the shaft. Planning to photograph 
it later. he placed the little animal in a tumbler 
and-set it where our glasses were stored, 

Channing, looking for a drink, saw the 
fied glace, picked it up, and crank it—sea 
hore and all, 
and the sea horse survived the mishap. 

In the Gulf off the Withlacoochee. we 
stopped to fish for trout and were haying only 
fair luck when a school! of bluetish came along. 
The water about us frothed a= the bloes tore 
through a-school of small heh. Quickly we cast 
metal tures. The bluefish instantly clipped 
off the leaders with their sharp teeth. By 
the time we rigecd new lures with sturdier 
léaclers, the fish had vanished. | 


Arrowheads Found on Cedar Key 


From Withlacoochee Water Wagon pushed 
on to Cedar Key. The first known residents 
of this village on an island near the Suwannee 
mouth were Indians. Thotisancds of stone 
arrowheads have been gathered on Cedar 
Kev's beaches. A large collection is: owned 
by St. Clair Whitman, venerable keeper of a 
private museum in Cedar Key (page 63). 

This gentleman, whe has believed in keep- 
ing the records straight all the 85 years of 
his life, disputes practically every published 
mec of historical fact except the SATION AL 
Grockarnic Macamsr. He is the proud 
owner of a file dating from 1907, 


Fortunately, both Channing 


Mr. Whitman ‘told os that treasure hunter 
still scour the islands anc (he Suwannee River 
for Spanish gould, suppesediy buried by Cuas- 
peerills and others. 

“Th 1860.7 he wentoon, “when the Tloridh 
Railroad Company butt the State's frat rai- 
toad connecting. the Atlantic with the Gull, 
Cedar Key enjoyed a boom that lasted until 
the turn of the century. Deep water and 
plenty of cedar were the main resins for 
its prosperity, Sawmille-shipped slots of the 
wood to northern pencil companies.” 

[nciscriminate cutting of cedar and the 
apening of ‘Tampa's deep-water port helped 
sem Cedar Kev mito decline, Today the 
Village has 900 people; one of ils greatest 
charms is its peaceful solitude (page 66). 


Water Wagon Meets. a Storm 


Rain, gusts of wind, and a falling barom- 
eter followed tis from Cedar Key, Water 
Wagon wes bottened tight, every movable 
object was secured, and ol] honds wore foul- 
weather gear, ‘The wind, hauling directly 
into the northwest, finally reached « speed 
of 40 miles am tour. 

hater Wegon crashed mio the oncoming 
waves, meeting them with her blunt bow, 
They pounded her forward deck; spray rose 
LO feet abuve the upper deck, Rain beat 
down and destroved visibility, The waves 
seemed to reach ever higher, curling antl 
hreaking to smother us with green water. 

The idea of pushing on to the Suwannee 
River mouth began to seem imprudent, We 
inlist have frotection, and quickly, I put 
Water Wagen into a careful 180° turn, Naw 
the waves pounded against our stern, lifting 
the vessel high and shoving. the nose dewn. 
This wis our best position, for the buoyancy 
forded ws ia chance to race and skid over 
the water. 

Fortunately the rain let up just long enourh 
for us-to get o good bearing on a licht, From 
then on we were out of trouble, eventually 
teaching the shelter of North Key, where 
we waited out the storm. 

Three days Inter, after a 15-mile run In 
crisp, clear weather, we entered the Sowanner, 
best known of Florida rivers. 

A hundred years-ago Stephen Foster wrote 
“Old Folks at Home"—known to millions as 
“Way Down upon de Swanre Ribber”— 
though the songwriter never saw the stream 
his words made famous, Foster chose it for 
a song to wind urine the hearts of lonely 


men because the name fitted inte his melody. 

Chicping northward, Wefer (Pagen churned 
water from amber depths and-sped past banks 
where cvpress trees with beards of Spanish 
moss tower like patratchal guardians, Se- 
side them live-oak trees peeped through ereen 
patches of bay and myrtle 

Phe majestic Suwannee is undeniably ruler 
of the ferest, iunele, and swamp through 
which it meanders on its journey from the 
Ohotinoket to the sen. There has been little 
change in this wild and untamed lanl since 
the white man come 

Folks alone the Suwannee ike nothing bet- 
ter than cathshing, To me, the Suwannee 
River ‘cats ore the tousteest th the world, A 
considerable industry in cothish dinners thrives 
Hone Florida highways. 

The State protects these whiskered deni- 
ans of the Suwannee by eniorciny strict rules 
roverning commercial fishing, Slat traps are 
sec: they most not be more than 70 inches 
in diameter and six feet long, Nets and metal 
"ESheAnen on the Stiwinher 





traps ate tabow 
peli fan average of two peruiiels m cottonseed 
or sovbean meal cakes in cach trap 

Phe surtace of the Suwannee, being warmer 
than the wir, gives aff & contimuove vapor 
which becomes dense at might. Hillowing up, 
it tides. the pnver surface hke clowls seen 


' ‘lorida Honors Stephen Poster 
+ | la HH  herpal I 


Binks of the Seewinne: provide a svivan setting 
for the Sdeqiien Foster Memorial Park near Whit 
Soaring. “Lhe metisetiier: contains ahimated) dioramas of 
the cortiteoset's meet fatnide sues Actually, Poser 
Hever iw the wile, winding river which he immony 
talieed da “lh! Polis @ft Henne. 
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Sunshine Shywar 


This $21,250,000 structure comeocts St. Petersburg's ' 
weet coast (map, pete 55), Here a motorcade ralls 


[slonds of hyacinths appear 
siddeniy. looming out of the vapor like ine- 
[ fain over one to oon- 
vince myseli they were solt and harmless. 

Suddenly a ghoetly structure appeared out 
of the vapor ahead, [mn seconds the apparitien 
materimaiized into the highway bridge af U, §. 
Routes. 19 onal 8S, near Ofte Town, 

Now — Mere Landing, “Old 
Town was once a port where river steamers 
Wnlaided supplies bound from Cedar Rev 
to plantution= in northern Florida and neigh- 
SLeatners [rom iis 
docks with cargoes of tobacco, smoked hams, 


Peers, ane) Oobhon 


from an iu rpMe rhe. 


bergs ona foggy sen 


fioatine dock 


boring leorgiag antled 


1S Miles of Bridges 


dead-end’ peninsula to o through highway down Florida's 


dross the span on dedication day, September 6, 193 
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The effects of the Civil War and the de- 
velopment of rail transportation combined ti 
Change all this. (rradually the steumere dis 
appeared, the plantations: were obandoner 
and the land went tio sleep 

At leas River resident is 
trying to save the flavor of byvone days. We 
spent a day riding on jungle trails beside the 
Suwannee in bhersedrawn surrevs Lelonging 
tw retire AToark (cheney These 
Derke! vebiches restore a touch of the pias 
to the storie! river's bank 

Hevond Branford, pluntations brought to 
mind Stephen Foster's beautiful ballads, At 
ene, cotton grew to the water's edge ane cabins 
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* Incredible Land Diver "7 


New Hebrides Islanders Prove Their Manhood by Leaping 
Headhirst to Earth from a 65-foot Jungle Tower 


By IRvinG AND Evecra Jonnsox 


antine Vertes, we Johnsons see more 

than our share of the strange and curious. 
Nevertheliss, we were almost bocredulous at 
the sight we witness) in the New Helsri- 
des last spring—islanders diving from a tall 
lower, not into ‘water bet onte lane, 

Until three vears before, we had never 
even heard of this amazing performance We 
learned of it from our good friend Oscar New- 
min when we called on hiny and his wife at 
their home on the New Hebrides island of 
Malekula (mop, page 82), At-first we thought 
he was joking. 


[ aur routil-the-world cruises in the brig- 


Divers Land in “Pool” of Earth 


On the netehborite istand of Pentecost, Mr. 
Newman -said, the natives have @ custom of 
building s tower son the side of a hill anel 
then, on a given day, climbing it and jump- 
Ing off, headfirst, to the ground on the down- 
hill side, 

“How high? Sixty, seventy, emhty feet,” 
he said, “nnel the réonredl is even higher,” 

“Why aren't they all killed?” we asked, 

“Well for one thing, the earth they dive 
into is pulverized and cleared of stones: and 
sticks, but the main thing. is the jungle vines 
attached to ther ankles and the tower. They 
are mensured exactly right to let the man’s 
head hit the ground but stop him before his 
neck breaks.” 

Mr: Newman and his wife had lived on 
Pentecost for years and were old friends of 
the ruatives there. 

“Let me know when vou're coming back,” 
he said. “and 11 get them to wait and put 
on the show when you're here. Only a few 
white people hawe ever seen it.” 

Thus it was witha real sence of excitement 
that we neared the New Hebriches on our 1955- 
55 trip, our sixth cruise around the world with 
a crewool American college stucents* 

fe had kept in towch with Mr. Newman, 
and he made good his promise 100 percent. 

Wall, the chief of the village of jumpers, 
was a jolly, rotund fellow, 

Bi his younger days,” Mr Newman: told 

“Wall was the champion land diver of 


all time, “T've seen him do a hundred feet.” 

On the day before the ceremony, Wall led 
us inland to see the tower, On the wav he 
told 1s how the odd custom is suppose to 
have started, 

“Tt was all because of «a woman,” he bexan. 
“She nin away from her hushand with another 
man, and when pursue! she took refuge in the 
top of o tall coconut palm. Her hushanel 
had followed and was about to rab her when 
she leaped! from the ‘treetop and get away 
unhurt. Everyone was <tupefied until it was 
realized that she had tied vines to her ankles 
to break her fall. 

“Her feat, wos still pretty impressive, but 
the men said to themselves, “Anything a 
woman can do, we cin do better,” Then they 
proceeded to prove ta each other how brave 
they were by headfirst jumping demonstra- 
tions from greater and greater heights,” 

“Rach year.” Mr. Newman explained, “the 
men select a new hillside site for the cere- 
mony, First the workers clear the jungle, 
an oardwous job in itself They spade op 
soil in the cry-land diving pit and softer it 
by hand, Saving a high tree as the tower's 
main bre, they strip off leaves and twigs 
hut spare two or three strong branches gs 
suppeirts.” 


Jungle Tower Built Without Nails 


A maze of small, straight tree: trunks lashed 
with vines, the tower stood 63 fect above its 
base and a measured 78 feet above the land- 
ing target on the denynhill side (pau 78). 

SO nail or wire held it anvwhere. Green 
vinv hackstays, stretching like a circus tent's 
#uy Topes, secured the tower to stumps in 
the fear, At various heights 28 platiormé 
jutted like diving boards from ite front, Long 
curling vines were attiched at the tower end 
of each board. ‘They owere soon to be lashed 
around the «divers ankles. 

Had they been stretcher toe their full length, 
each pair of woody lianas would have enced 

' Ser, in the Namowat Genowaritic Manazrk: 
"Fankee Koons the Orient," Maureh, 19415 The 
Vartkee’s Waniler-anerchd, January, 1949; and “West 


ward Round in the: faakee," January, 142, all by 
Irving and Elects Johnsen, 








South Seas Incredible Land Divers 79 
ax toeiht feel above the ground (page R2) inte six lines, mien in front, women behind. 
The correct leneth ie o matter of Hfle of 1 veteru choreographer nun) Beconan th 
death. A wine cut too long would not stretch fuel the troup with litle and «pirit. He 
its limit in Gime to save aoman's neck. Too changed the chants, beat out rhythms with hs 
snort a Vine wethia le poole rragt hs arrest his flight club Tah leaned ohout ke a chown | ee 4 
ity teal 1] othe dancers ended their overture, the 
Vines were shredded at the enils to make  fumpers began to perform. 
anit, pliahle ties for the ankles. and these lash- The first dive was the liwest, 25 feet, and 
Ines Were Wrapped in fanana leaves to keep the jumper the youngest, ezeht vears. As 
thet teitst ane fresh | [nes ues i | the bay climbed the tower for hie first Jump 
Shouting and <tnging from the qumele sig- we felt glad it was nol ane of our sone tisk 


niled the arrival of Pentecest’s dancing and ing hr neck lo prove he was a man 


cheering squad. Dressed especially for West- Coutinyed an pire 
ern PH es Lae men wore sherle m lew 
of the usual patch of lear matting 
ich had coconul fronds draped across 
thew backs (page §4), Women jut 
on Cloth petticoats benenth short 


SHIFLS Of Shreciied pandinus leaves, 





but remained bare to the waist, 
Chanting, whistling, and cheerine, 


the dancers morshaled themselve 
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Stunds Ready to Dive 
Headlong for the Earth 
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ind) Hi collece-4todent CIit's ey uy wed ihe 


hentecost Lakind, New EHeb bo Waitoli 


Melanectins make territving land dirrck. 


Clacked only hy triiting vines thed te then 
ittkies. (limavine the ehow, a chiberife 
aiver caumed Wirieol chintbwie to the bizh 
“eo otdatiorn, lose) ep vines, ane tle 
1 apeech A moment loter be sere fie 
mms Wie and sailed inin space, driap- 
PE i PE 

bust 2s te an we ald te Ad ieurth 
Dreavitn titinm (hn eres whe napa 
epiriney creen lawehes «ippertine bis eiv- 
ELL pela tec ee Bae ie toned | lait 
townwurd, Timed to ou eplit second, this 
thon broke the divers Phee 
bis eo hit the cart, the tiutly stretched 
Vines and the reco af the mckeiy towel! 
nope! him onion ths deel wunhwer 

Here the Champion's ascistant checks the 
fires ftnchdorige to the tower,  Sairpini 
boards wae by previous divers appa 
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A Naturalist in Penguin Land 93 


Braving Stormy Seas in a Converted Lifeboat, a Briton Studies 
the Strange Wildlife of Lonely South Georgia Island 


By Niati. RANKIN 


IFith Mlustrations from Photographs by the Author 


bour, ane of the chief anchorages of 

the island of South Georgia, my 42- 
foot cruiser Alfetross bobbed jauntily, She 
had just completed o 10,000-mile pickaback 
voyage from England on a faetary ship of 
the whaling trade: off-loadec now, she seemed 
Oblivinus to the skeptical stores of seamen 
lining the wharf of this storm-chewed outpost 
of the Antarctic (map, page 97). 

Leith’s station master summed up the 
whalers’ opinions of Albatros; “A nice little 
boat for a summer cruise.” he told ov, “but 
not for South Georgia.” 


() the oll-streaked waters of Leith Har- 


Stony Dot in the For Athontic 


Il must confess | had a few doubts myself, 
The island is a rocky dot in the far South 
Atlantic, amid some of the wildest seas in the 
work, Off its shores a tlead-flat calm can 
turn into a gale within half an hour, the 
whole surface of the ocean being swept into 
the air and flung forward in a blinding sheet 
of spindrift (page 06).* 

Yet | still thought that if any small craft 
could weather South Georgia's squalis and 
nivigate round its cliff-lined coasts, Albotrass 
could dea it as well as the next, or better, 

I had stumbled upon ber in the shipyards 
of the Clyde, near Glasgow, Seotlaml. On 
sick Jeave from the British Army, I ‘was 
searching for a boat that might let me realize 
a bong-cherished dream: ta setthe ups a Tar- 
southern ishind sind study for an entire breedd- 
ing seasen bind and animal life typical of the 
Antarctic. Kind the vard I wandered, put- 
lering among forlorn deserted craft that the 
Admiralty had requisitioned at the outbreak 
af World War [1, used to the limit, aod then 
lai! up, | 

Suddenly [saw o hull that brought me wp 
short. The deck was dirty; the paint was 
cracked and chipped, and two metal patches 
marred its double mahogany skin. Butit bore 
the unmistakable tines af a Royal National 
lifeboat, the tough, stoutly bullt vessel of the 
Kritish lifesaving service, designed to lick the 


worst weather the North Sea and the English 
Chantel can throw at it, 

Overhauled and refitted during the next few 
months, and christened Alfatross; this was the 
heat T finally took south with me (page LOL), 

In my crew T was even luckier, Campbell 
Gray unl Robert Inkster, from the Shetland 
Iskinds. had sailed together in the merchant 
navy during the war; they made a good team, 
And in South Georgia 1 acquired -a third and 
invaluable member as pilot: Capt. Konrad 
Oben, master of an overage whale catcher now 
use solely as a communications vessel be- 
tween the island's whaling stations, 

It took us several days in Leith Barbow 
to stow ur gear, <crub ship, tune op the en- 
qines, antl fill the fuel tanks, But late ane 
December morning we slipped our moderne at 
last and headed toward the open sea. Our 
first objectives were breeding colonies of the 
king: penguin and wandering albatross, 

The barometer was steady, and the day 
promised the best type of boating weather tn 
south Georgia—a dull, leaden sky with traces 
af mist trailing round the mountaintops, 
Bright sunny days may be plensant ashore. 
hut of the island they are usually accompanied 
by a strong breeze. 

As Albatross drew away from the harbor, we 
could get a better conception of South Geor- 
fits dimensions. Ij one were to take a giant 
carving knife, slice beneath a mountain ridge 
just where ite huge glaciers tumble into the 
valley, and then drop its snow-frosted peaks 
Tew Wobert Gidea Mnci fare paiweaies f 
Macarmn, April, 1922, und the following by Rea 
Admiral Rirban!d E,-Bvre in the Narwevat (rn. 
cearnic Macawe: “Our Navy Explores Antaretlen.” 
October, MAT: “Exploring the lee Age in Antarctica,” 


Ocleber, 145; aml “Canquest of Antarctica hy Ait,” 
Autist; Tua 


The Author 
Lt. Col. Niall Rankin ‘le one of Great Briain’ 
leading wildlite photorraphers and ‘a mS eri 
Koval Photographic Socketw. At his home an ihe 
Isha of Mull, in Sextland's Inner Hebrides, be main- 
talns a notably aviary of tlucks, erse, ond other Lira, 
The author's wife, Lady Jean. bu Jade dy waiting 
lo Her Majesty Queen Elizatiith the Queen Mother. 


of King Penguins Niasees in Solemn Conclave on a South Atlantic Isle 


| ] == i 
ie WEA feos Leigh] <P ue eB Lownie jee 
renziwins the mae ttn Tr ae 





d a - ast 


i a 





Shorts Lend a Formal Aie to os Flomev Hotehing Bee 


: i] i toc | 4 | 
i i | rid] Lie | 1 = ines | i] tf \ [jedi 
! i : 


i SY Cea litecet) OM tet 





Of 
4 Demonte Gsust Bears Down on Albatross of Miore Thon 100 Miles an Hour 


Crewimen of the coperdition shin like) this anchorage in Cooper Ray ontil a howling westerly, funnelin 
heiween barcen hall Produer) f strriming wilhwaw thal vw hitb Surah fect cinte the air dene) leaded 
gira urs li lienin worl Ani on deck rucea for thi foe Wiehe 

iy : ee : ; 5 
wate the et Pe | werk lel live iki eal I] hike South Jer l Liner iilt Phe By et li itl | aist bh gers iil 


For this barren tele be long ane mor- 
iL 


fw 
from 


Lenore 
hetinthed penks rise 
[ih Lian 


hawering 
Lhe Witer Ss 


row. seni 


sirmcnt pe mnre 
feet 

Rounding Sturt Point 
ithe [* Fee a] 


arid with o gently sloping shingle beach, 


Fe Cine WP 2 


Tar El i 


sy nlericd pel Love Le ai 
Center, 
. .- j a 
NH offered ample shelter from south, cast, anc 


We nosed im 


; i. Bi |: = 
auth of the beachenel 


| rl nf ;nao?s 
yf ann aochored 40 yours 


Kowal Welcome from Fifty Kings 


A aly of 


i ptenid vies 


roe Lee) Rg eee rks 
nivanced to the 
surprise, cis 


pi | J rar E | | if t ‘| J 


al showhne thei 


me—ll 


WHLeft -s eclie 


inproval, or wel wad clitti teh 


When 
T. 


their 
mere 


hid to thread 


seals 


dim, the birds 
ii 


reach thi 


way bebe scores GPE 


Cerca) POTS busy With oe 
[ rom the headlan [ 


hinreds oy dittle fends peered at us throueh 


thie Sanlder 


clcommest i shite 


SUETLETTS 


the figh ross, while an unbroken string: of 


penwuin Tete irre wp the bill to bring 


news ci Our arrival 


Pa | it i : 
culls in the law oroalesten wit 


LT Tniczen 
Invasion of their privacy; thelr raucous cries 


SPATE rechle | bs |g thie re Wa ese ta 


Lins 
i if 


il rT "1 i 
siecees, and belchings of the sea elephants 
is i i ob gz 
truige IF) Pram this nasy cherie ares 


tones: 26 startlingly human we could <a 


believe Gur ears, 


bhe cove, we decided, worl provide a Saf 


incher a5 long «as the gentle easterly wind 


aa 


ne Vee Lite Te convenient lor inveeti- 


hohe qi 
stile of the Lucas Glacier SENT 


mah iWilt i] 


ur owe de 
fol on 


TEA PLETE 


{| 
- 


no the penguin rookery we 
La 
Wwe 


WiVestiiitle 





1775, Sealers and whalers tavared its teeming will 
life in ihe age of atl: Today whaling i South Creo 
mo ssole inheiry. Sum@met peovtaalattorn is thet 1 ao 
in winter it dwindles to hol as man 
a7 
a 14 
ee 
gare ne cy (AOE 
Willis Bird island fieehul %, “ng oe yen . ne il A eat yar 
, h ; a” * F Se gLE 
oa” —-islandss a Sneed ri aie = rl Priv cet iat ——————— bal 
- Le i 4 “e FTV x c = ie eat , pRera 2 
” : y= we rr at . South Atlantic 
Tirehice AHorhour Heya _ 4 ; ‘Portiine Gear QO 
= ‘ is re rat ad 
= it e af at iO Miele Cea 
* a Ss tA A al * se rooruews Of 
ce ot) oe iO kdaasst Whale Station Stgsrmenea Hay 
King Hanke ie, - 
er ee | +. _¢¢ Ebert Bas 
Hiv * Crt Bar a3 ay Kita clear cl Pourit 
Cape Nufinz" Ty arte) ee eae 
SPEDE” | Bugttll ploce of Sir EmettShackirton, => hay | 4% aa icici 
Anterctie explores A - 
Suariost Poak ; 
: ata 4 Nerriberunh fankahe™ Panquin Point 
Los ze ay Me Paget Glacier 
Ate bre hy Pers te deo t 
ay St Artillieere 
— a a Hor 
. = UA nnenkoy : i 
Han ‘Ags ilar * —— a ba bc - 
garth At Lani. 5 es, | Ty oF ; Hanerat 
Cltcenn | . j fda aff 
| 2 
# 
= | ' = 
S | iti l Maeva ileal th 
O ‘ Basy .' 
(;eorgia | 
‘it’ 7 
Lochocded in Folkctoned [slonds F >. My ne 
Dependencies. in iene ped ee a? 
hv the Winibed Kingedcumn lar, a oe 
=, = _ a4 
— ss § cr i 
Statute ULES Capel i: SN Fomt 
Kamat re 


© Mrhanal feng cpu Mécip 





cif 
LafiVemn- 
up 
bee es 


Our pith was strewn with the curcasses 
recently shiuughiersd elephant! seals 
ment Tezulations allow the killing. of 
6,000) mature males each vear, the 
stripped of <kin and oil-vieldiny blubber, 
left to rot on South f 


to 


ALE 


eorin s thee hes 


skuas, the predatory gulls af the Ant 
arctic, fought for the last ounce of dried and 
putrid flesh in these mourniul graveyards 
Criant fulmats (called “stinkers” in these 


parts) bung about m small parties, but fed 
to open water at our approach. There with 
holi-opened wings they wai bickering 
mene themselves as to who shoukl return 
rst td the loathsome bancyuet 





Rookery Mines o Garden Porty 


trlaciol torrents forced 
detours: their gravy, muddy 
reached above cur knees, Aiter 
these, [ stopped on a hillock 
my telescope on the crowed of penguins, now 


sever ul 
ofteo 
fording one 


ikke 


witers 


Lid 


ist and treme 


* South Georgi Island: Target of Gales 


Aomorm-scoured! dot in the poth of the wereld’ 
bercoset Winks, South tia ormia ln in the coh) Snath 


i - 
iret 


reat of Cape Horn | cerns 


hurren islane fer 


j 
La Pa 


Stlantic, 1,2 


Cowk claimed ibn 


Lhe 
ragal 


Hiritiain in 


S-i¢ o@ € La Ss © @ 


TLE TL Pe til i ii | Lip 1 -! i PL ELE} | il | i a ee | a bee ey | ji i Let Wi i i A | i| 


| a 1 
Hai) Cea fi Co! T Tia al Foo) YR Peay Peele eh at imo py oo) -oor nh Fe eppy ain Hy Brow) Grays Zap op) “EFEIAGL PO Lap 


SHUT D Teer pl UC AT Spey ARH TS CT AT Poe Oj Cee! Le [RoI] oop) PPT soo Pa 


ae 





ol ae ai _ al = 
ees Ss es eee Fo Oe te 


I hanks 


a Ae 


a 
Mate 


as 


Pits 


setrll 


Ie 


iy" | 
oy tl 


halt i 


fil 


Lil ill 


{V1 


iliat 


tre L 








Two King Penguins, Pets of the Expedition, (wersee a Waterme Party at Work 
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Neighbors: Will Turn This Squabble into a Free-for-oll 


‘When You Say Thor, } 
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King Edward Point, the Islund’s Tiny Capital, Looks Up to the Allardyce Runge 
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whch: CuUEiers rilia ol anchor 
clay late: 


blades knocked me to my hands and knees 
in the 

Without turning my head, for fear that the 
devastiting flipper would descend again, 1 
waited crm all fours tll T felt the incident had 


ria, 


Then | tried onte more, Ths 
tine the bird appeared less aggrieved but 
Hichtly impatient; | had just enough time to 
fold of Hidden wockermeath 
and balanced skillfully on the penguin’s feet 
Wie lif 

Then the bird shuffled away out of reach, 
The whole attitude of this very dignified par- 
ent Taade me foe) 1 had behaved im a test un- 
[ lent 


blown uver. 


tt. 
Saint 
it 
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raise tne 
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sxllant tanner: tut Chiat res Cire went 


The radio tower sent Colonel Kankin's mesaces to Engiated foe 
Sir Ernest Shackleton, Amtorctic explorer; lie 


Albatra wharl: 


delleers j 


CM pes the Lar 


teed ln Grytvikesn bali a mie awa 
on T erew more callous, and carmed out these 
intimate examinations with . the 
walking stick 
The growth 
tromely rapid. 
the small bedky 
down and may weigh as much ae ly cunces 
The baby | birth 


before getting o full coat (page Lis). 
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af ihe young penguin is ex 
By the encl of the first 10 dave 
fs almost covered with dusky 
more than doubles weielit 

By this time the voung king has become 
a rotvnd and bulbous as to outgrow It ours: 
ery. However, accustomed to hfe beneath its 
feathers, the emall still forces 
its head wnder the fold and struggles to get 


Exhausted 


paineniis bird 


the rest of its body hidden awn 





it eventually gives op and 
remuiins, oatrichlike, with 
head out of “thi and 
bicaed ex hrs | It & a 
HMC roos 27h to see Tiws 
Of Drache Penis. each 
with a sill brown pnandel 
luleing out from uncer its 
apron (page GO) 

At othe) «= beet rine crf 
their first winter, voung 
Ein: DEMEUITS are me ce 
pile ct wee te we tel 
fishing tor themselves. In- 
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In one huge MW sery [Me 
sile! over by uwdulis ce- 
foiled to mct 35 niurse- 
mugicls 

From what [osaw, these 
hahy sitters-are not heowed 
down with the werht of 





fircare: They wandet 
ihouwt ormong the dawn 
COLE o Yee with ie 
PATENT Purpose, more 
often than not in poirs, 
reminding me vividly of 
miliary rei CTie Ti 

or be it fram me. how 
ever, tO belittle their fune- 
tins In the Hepth of 


winter ther tek mast pe 


an ienvinbbe ce: mery 
Ine oth nile erowidl a 
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Dreexve blowin—weather beloved of the ereat ROLY 
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it is the most powerful sea bird on the wing, 
though there are many who consider its 
smaller cousin, the sooty albatross, a formida- 
ble tival for sheer beauty ane grace of fight. 

Apart from some courtship scenes watcher! 
in the Undine area al the northwest extrens- 
ity of the islind, all my observations on this 
wonderful bird were made on Albatross Island, 
a tassock-covered islet a little over a ole fran 
shore in the Bay of Isles. 

It was on December 14 that T first landed 
theme. A latge number of ginnt fulmars occu- 
pied nests in folds of the hillside, and all the 
hummocks aml ridges carried the voluminous 
remains «af old albatross mests, On top or 
beside most Of these relice of past breeding 
seasons sat albatrosses—male birds awaiting 
the arrival of the ladies: 

The landing of a female is-the signal for all 
the males in sight to abandon their posts and 
congregate around her, ‘The males bow low on 
the ground, groaning harshly. The female 
oroans in return. Then the suitors begin a jig 
in) front of ber, frst with wines half opened, 
then fully spread, ancl with necks stretched 
upward, 

Not for o moment is the lady left alone by 
that prattling. impurtuning circle until she con- 


sents to nocompany one of them toa place 
of greater seclusion, Whether or not it is al- 


ways back to the ald nest from which he come 
heltersskelter to meet her, T cannot say. 


Courting Sea Birds Croak and “Bubble” 


At any rate, the cock albatross sits down an 
the nest with the female close by at the foot 
(page 104). Then being a long bout of 
hoarse ctosking, for 35 minutes: without a 
break: to me it sounds like « man with a 
cleft polute commanding a horse to stop: 
whoa, whoa. 

This is followed, or even interspersed, with 
periods of neck nibbling and oecasional tugs 
ait tussock stalks; first one bird nibbles, then 
hoth simultaneously. Occasionally the female 
works at the male's breast feathers with her 
bill, but wually it is at the check and crown 
af the heed, 

Next the male stands up, stretches his neck, 
and “huhbles” as Ho he were blowine air 
through a bottle of water. As he does so, he 
vibrates the halves of his beak like o rattle 
This usually brings the lacy to her feet, and 
she stretches her neck toward hic. Verv often 
a small drop of saliva appears at the endl of 
the males beak, It seemed to me that she 
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sometimes took this in her bill, but it was not 
easy to see, 

Both start bubbling and bill-ratiling, ex- 
tending their necks ancl puffing out their 
chests. A= each bout of bubbling approaches 
its finish, the two gradually bring their bills 
together until they ore about to touch, Then 
with a jerk and a loud snap of the bill each 
withdraws as if at the last minute afraid 
the other is guing to bite, Almost invariably 
alter this snap the birds lower their heads 
and touch their breast feathers with the beak 
ne sort of token preening, 


Daneing Suitor Squeals Like a Pig 


All this, of course, leaks ta a whirl of excite- 
ment. Suddenly the male spreads his wings 
in-a gracelul curve with the points advanced 
bevond his head, at the some time stretching 
hia neck vertically with the beak pointed 


straight up (page 105}. 


This is the heghining of the dance proper 
Slowly the albatross: rotates on his own axis, 
wings heli! motionless, huge feet lifter high 
in the air and then replaced heavily in the 
nest. Ashe completes a ful) circuit, he squeals 
like a young pig. 

The female reacts in various wavs. She may 


<ide-step in time with her mate, so that she is 


always facing him as he makes his 360-degree 
turn, with or without raised wings. She may 
waddle around al some distance from the 
nest, neck stretched low in front of her, in 
rolling gait with her great feet clicking like 
a tap dancer's shoes. (Or she may pemuiny 
motionless, lost in an exquisite stupor, 

The chmas is reached when the male, hay- 
ing completed his slow circuit of the nest, 
comes to rest facing his original direction 
und stands there in all the glory of his wide 
wingspread, tail cocked jauntily upward, 
éhrieking his Jave far all to hear, At this 
the hen slowly advances, neck and wings in 
the same attitude, until both are almost touch- 
ing, Suddenly the whole performance cul- 
lapses like x burst bubble, and the birds sink 
exhausted, After a while the cycle. begins 
again. Mating may dake place at. the close 
of one of these dances. 

Of all the creatures | came upon in South 
Georgian perhaps the least attractive was the 
sea elephant (uiirewmed framing), Coarse and 
uriv, this hulking brute has litth te commend 
it other than impressive size and an oily 
lindercoat (page 107), 

By far the largest of the seals, a bull seo 
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A Wary Jvbiritas 


Pengiiin Fy es the Foe, i By hoe puiriae Leopard aac cil 


Th open woler 2enione ron wally outmanedverr the forpedo-shuped bons, fercest of te kind. Aveo land 
nooitl rocks and kelp. the seal umboshes penduins, killing and skinning them with goweriul shalies al the head 


(pie TP). Aes Sea libevpimurete 


Chel toiedls 
trying to 
linn cows busy with family 
cates: A screaming, bickering crowd of guils 
doyae, stinkers, and sheathhills doshes hither 
ancl thither to fieht aon themselves for 
bits vit atta, 

The pups remain with their mothers only 
Then abut 
the same age club together in small groups 
Phese ganes eradually enlarge but do not im- 
rita belly contenting them 
selves with playing around in the fresh-water 
streams and shallow waters off the beach for 


the next-siy weeks OF Se, 


ers if hagh-prti hed little hérks, 
arertisic, 
round wp uw 


rampage bellowing anil 





three of four weeks Vong of 


lake lo the sea, 


Wotehful Hachelors Raid the Tlorem 


In the larger rovkeries the harems that the 
hulls have created) ore pressed close together 
with oo shorply defined boundaries. 
sion may be nine points of the hew, but-a bull 
sea elephant most work mighty hard to re 
thin all his cowe, Around the outskirts af 
hit hunem are strings of bachelor bulls, mostly 
younger ones, ready to slip in and poach a 
cow tf the old gentleman relaxes his vigilance 
(or a morent. 

Any stich rai, of course 


Posses- 


iiolantly pre- 


a fart 5 Sb 3 : 
hate bein hod ib alturk mien Ce eae 


duces a roar from the lord acd master, Ruis- 
ing head and chest on his forefippers, he bel- 
lows «=o chollenge that should make even the 
bravest intruder pause. From deep in hik 
throat come three or four reverherating ex 
plosions, elected with such force that a shower 
of mucus © shot out as well, 

lf the intrider & a =muiller animal, thie & 
usually @nough for him, and he will consider 
It Wie to move away. But an equally liree 
boll, newly arrived from the sea, will often 
retum the challenge and advance toward the 
cwner of the jiwnrem, 
poss tented 
headline rush wt the newoomer, 


Such § westure carne 
The enroved owner makes o 
steam-nolling 
COWS an pups in bis turwus: drive, 

lf the challenger holds bis ground, the two 
seals rear ut on ther hinckyuarters and lunge 
each trying to tear the other with his huge 
upper canine teeth. Usually their necks meet 
with a resounding whack, and they try to get 
in a quick gash belore withilrawing for a 
stoond attack 

Occasionally, however, one bull misses al 
together. and tolle on his face. The othe 
eres the opportunity to give him a good 
mauling, often tearing large lomps of ski 
aml blubber from the neck and shoulders 
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This wanly brings the fight to an a 
ene, 
trend to the seg, 
lors’, 
intl mikes ofl. 

Though o great deal of flesh may have 
been ripped away, wounds are not uawally 
deep, Occasionally an eveball is scratched; 
less frequently, one is tor qut. 


Irupyl 


Lf there i no decisive yic- 


one of the other soon tires of the battle 


(lows Lnimpressed by Viate’s Prowess 





Having dealt successfully wi enge 
to his Su prCmacy, the owner of fin ‘harem 
returns to his ladies, They, however, do not 


nppent in the least impressed by 
If the fight has lasted more than a few min- 
utes, the chances wre that a watchful bache- 
lor, biding his chance, has slipped in to mate 





and the wounded boll beats a hasty re- 
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wilh one of the cows, It if a matter of su 
preme indifference to them which bull it may 
lang as one turns up at the critical 
rrLonieret. 

Confronted by io himin introder, the barem 
bulls issue the same chollenge, and i he does 
not halt, they start tor him. For a short 
stretch the sea elephant can move remarkably 
fast. The only saie course is to watch the 
position af the brull’s 


lw aes 


loretlippers ane gilan 
movements accordingivy, In order to 
heave himsell forward, the ball must bring 
his ilippers at right angles to his. biwhy; =n 
long as the flippers remain parallel to the 
bwocly onic painting toward the tail there ls 
compirative sulety mo close apprich. But 
when those flippers travel forward, it is. time 
to get going! 


one = 


A Nesting Wandering. Albatross Eves the Author's Cumbersome Camera 


South Creonma’s sen bieds generally showed little fear-of mon 


ventured ted pear their pests (pee 115) 


Skins even attacked expedition mombors who 
The bird lrooding beyond the tipo fj & iionmt fulmar 





jiz 
Mollyhawk Broods on 


Soft bigizh-eray feathern on bead and neck cive Dia 
Whitt The bird shure: the far-flung runte of i 


The sea elephant may seem eross, humely, 
anit] revolting to some, but the ea leopard of 
the Antarctic (ffvdrurga fe plone | bo ris 
mind, lar more sinister in appearance. Other 
sta is Atlantic, Woeeddell, or erab- 


eater rotund, and benevolent looking 


; 
1 
Pele 


ne 


Hh as 
are fat 


The leopard, however, is tong, lithe, ami ser- 
pening, with a head unlike any other of iis 


kind, aad a haired, crocl expression, Its terri- 
ble ate designed for the tearmg of 
Nest; at feeds almost entirely on penguins and 
rept Lis 


STEP ArIALS, 


teeth 7 
cot ioes 

LS icil bec ward 
ashore by itself to sleep, hauling out on the 
| 


the seal comes 


eich fh snort distance trom the water's eage: 
never reaches the tussock ermss (page 110) 
An untrusting and untrustworthy creatine, the 
leopard seal burs the safety natural 
Unlike other seule in this part af 
the world. it shows fight when first disturbed, 
hen makes: quickly tor the water, 

When suddenly awakened, the leopard snaps 
exposing fearecmée teeth that seem 
If any further ap 
proach is made, particularly it the intrude 
etunds between the seal god the water, the 
Inopard will lunge to the attack, 

l have never heard of a man being cawrht 


if 


i= 


rlernent 


i 
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Ls jaws, 


cut Nace in. a seal 


a 





a Cup-shaped Nest 


Fray «hyoiched 


FuTrel 
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afta caryiolomg jis popula 
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by one, but people winterme on south Georgia 
Ww Lene lecpearcds are somelimes (ound on snow- 
re circtul not to pass 
the heapirids 
Al sea they 
have eT) i nOWwTl hh leap onto we Hires 1% 


banks above the sea 
between 
Can UMD Wilh Uncanny power 


them andl the water 


the witer 
Start 


i 


feet above 
ih 


leerere 


erin he! 
having 
leopard shoot its head owt of the seq between 


[balross Ss Companion 


evening tif] ws 


fine 


Unpltasant experiet of ny 
our dinghy and the 
ladder, ali mire 
We hud no idea what its intentions were, but 
a sharp blow with it= hind flippers could 
have severely damaged our little [ eave 


it a resounding whack with my oar, and it 
Oise peared! 


WE Were COME 


ris 
Lhe a 


OL 


Hunéry Leopard Skins a Penguin 
Whether a leopard can catch a penguin in 
eT Thowurh 
seal can move with incredible speed, a 





Th SA IS. (ies lbormible, tie 





wes in 
penguin when hurried can chsanpear like 
streak of lignining. The = 
therefore. is to He in wait wmid the kelp 
miain thoroughtare to 
grab an mmsuspecting victim os it passes 


ve 


2 usin! teeth 


n the rooikery aur | 


1 ne 


(ne Hay | looked down from the macaroni 





Haby Kings Are Scarcely Slick Chicks 


For their first year, king penguins ats 


beeen, Correctly attired grownups tum away from 
Fisehul and saw twu 
wopards lurking off the rocks. They floated 


with the huimms of their thin back= oat owas, 


eT Lr colony én 


nicing their heads only to breathe belore re- 
SLT 
tratin 


L tures away for a while: then, happen- 


ther -surveiliunce of the submarine 


Loe heii, 


ing to look back, | saw that one of them had 
something in its jaws. Th wave two or. three 
vieorous jerks of its head, sending the spray 
ving, and dived steeply in the clear water 
TE floating on the surface 
[ had no telescope with me, but | am sure 
that [ witnessed the peeling of an unfortunate 
Penn ae Le it was St Skin andl feathers 


! = 
leaving an object 
1 


that remained atinat. 

Following the nverhank on our homeward 
jumey. from Undine Harbour one aftemeoncn, 
we were oltacked by several pairs of skins 
In Tutt 

(he great skua /Celftaracta skua), which 
breeds in Britain only m the Orkneys and 
Stretlunds, 


licotra toe r li 


plummets downward like a dive 
hear 


makes Siraie@ht for the 


checking its descent only ot the last second and 
oelverme an WnpNensant blow with the backs 


of its feet as it passes. ‘This skua will attack 


only trim the rear, J hil learned! that if | 


ron the rookery 
hee thre 


Phe irowzy Fedady-beoar costume ore chocolat 
mkempt fellows standing with fect im stush 


turned my head sharply as the attack came m 
the bird would instantly alte 
wilking stick held a few feet abowe my heal 
te ward off fn sssiult: 


The Antarctic, or brown 


COU, A 





su lfce 
shun (Catharacty 
traditional tactics 
win cunning of this northern bord. but with 
one noliceshle difference. It will sttack from 
any direction—tront, flank, cf 
a lati batterme isa real possi 


lirnntenr gs anows all he 


rear thst 


rg 
fo 

at 
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Walking Stick Angers Skuas 

When I first saw a 
coming 
Worle 


Scuth Georlan «kus 
straivht oat my face, J 
sheer off while -still 


Many davs spent with the Shetland 


issued i 
athe cCistance 
away, 
Island birds had taught me their porticular 
methods: with 
[ expected similar behavior. 


A sku of similar appearance 
But when this 
great Drown bomber hele] on its Course anil 
was within a few feet of my eves, | hurried: 
forgot all - hal learned tn 


almost banged my nose on my Knees getting 


shetienc! sree 


Out of Tes won 
Another difterence 
skua-ane its northern cousin is that the former 
will attack just 
] 


tthe deve 


between the Antarctic 
Mm intensely waoy arch carrier 


atayVe 


Of the bead even a urn hare! 
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Ginot Pulmars Share o Fin Whale Carcass with Smaller Gape Pigeons 


British, ervegion, and Argentine companivesopcrate three whaling stations on South Guorgia 


‘Lhe iast 


llier wpe hort with liaroen cannons and tow the dea! whales ashorn dor processing. 


Nivo walking stick held aloft seemed ta in 
furmite these pirates. They strock it repeat- 
ecly ane! with such violence that I was afraid 
Ley Would tojure themselves 

lt would be interesting to know how Mmny 
eenerations woul be required, if these birds 
were transported to a populated area, before 
they would gequire the wariness of their Shet- 
land cousins, who no doubt at some period in 
their evolution displayed the same fearlessness 
and paid for it accordingly, 

In the case of the southern <kua, there is 
less harrving of tying birds for what they are 
carry Wig than for outright murder: cml wen 
or three species are robbed, whereas several 
of the smaller petrels are regularly killed on 
steht for thei own flesh, 

The. richest Gichings, of course: ore ATOR 
the penguin rookeries, Adult penguing are 
too darge to be persecuted by these rapacious 
hinds, but unguarded ewes, newly hatched 
voung. and surplus fom! around the nestlings 
contribute largely te the kus’ etn 
It is rare to find a riokery without its cor 
pi Pen] a il pani OT Twa, 





We studied many other birds m South 
Geontia—Dominican culle, wreathed terns, 
teal, sheathbills, shags, pipits, Cape hens, Cape 
pigeons, whalebirds ond sever) other varie- 
lies of petrei—and we admired and grew fond 
of neatly all, But one, the giant fulmar 
CMeacrenectes gigorntees), struck us a= belne 
without a redeeming feature, | 


Thieving Stinker Is Island Willain 


To put it blunth, this unpleasant bird is-2 
killer, robber, and consumer of all that is 
ldathsome. [ personally distike referring to 
it ns the iiant fulmar, o name which to my 
mind conmures up a bird even more magnifi- 
cent than the benevolent and graceful (uleoar 
of northern waters; “giant petrel” at least 
keeps it separated, hut, better etill. the nome 
stinker puts it In a class hy itself, where it 
belongs. So stinker it shall be. 

Ateevery whaling station of South Georgio 
this feathered) villain is common, feeding on 
offal from the platforms where whales zre 
stripped of their hlubber, fightine all who dare 
Io contest its right to the largest and crocest 





Flensers Stop Leviathon’s Blubber and Chop Baleen from Gapind Jows 


Interns: hunting long ago dolled off the 
rihge IF Lo. wig 


ford! 4s 
whale 


morsels, and, when no ready-cut 
avallable, resorting to the untouched 
caries awniting chismemberment (opposite), 
Thi 


ie 
CEAnSs, of 


stinker Will setae anvihing: fish, crusts- 
the voung of other birds, Ti the 
ios the Larpest ot the 
inches tong ane 
Ms wings exten 


Hlhatross i= exelhoced 
petrel furnily, being about 37 
Weighing“ arounil & punts 
more thin six fivet. 


Che stinker’s nest 6 on bulky affair abot 


two feet across and two feet high, built of 
luesock, miss, andl mud, The Young fire 


Here | have another 
ridge against the stinker, Whenever | ap- 
proached, it had no hesttation whatever in for- 
eaking its diminutive chick 

In mest cases stinker colonies are binlt on 
itl headlands (jo assist the bird in 
for, compared with alba- 


hatched in December. 





Inking to the git 
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they are notoriously bod performers 
When presser tle 
but. atter a while it re. 


verts, like so miny petrels, to a chomey gait 


[res 


on tanec, stinker runs with 





legs almost VeTtica 


with tires Cred raise! from the wercounel. 


{ 
On’ Albatross Eslind it could not always 


Whale herds ii Scuih Georrin'’s bevy 


They uel “footing factory” ships upenite under treaties dislgned ti prevent extinction 


Sow -talatcd-terced killne boats 


ind a nesting place on high-ground, and there 
Wis Imiiediate panic if we came over a hillock 
tn surprise one ina hollow, a bline 
through the tuéseck. usually produced) ome ot 
irightened bird 


rua 
hw Ssomercults belorne. the 


got into the ir, 


Clomsy Birds (Sse Island “Atefelds” 


Cin this same igland there were a numlen 
of tit “aittelds” smooth as tennis 
COUPLS | it AML Sec] nie i) ste fi Hiner of in 
dawnewimnd 
end of these, ready to take of at the slightest 
ALT, 

W hen during 
chances are that the stinker will throw aap its 


rss’ 


ocupCd stinkers always at the 


dpproacherd green Eeeul jaye. 


entire last meal, Since it 
fect, we Alwar : appmiichel warily, or son 
of ite choicest dishes woul! land as a perma- 
AC itndunt of 


CaN Scot uf! [O). Six 


nent reminder on dir clothes, 
Cleaning will remove the odor. 

From the very start the stinker chick, too, 
can deliver a powertiil Title jet of oil, andl its 
atm eens to be even better than that of its 
pirents 
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Air Age Brings Life to Canton Island 


Ll? 


Planes Spanning the South Pacrhe Transform an Uninhabited 
Mid-ocean Coral Reef into a Busy Base 


By Hewett. WALKER 
Foreign Editorial Stuff, National Geographle Magazine 


Hi [instrations from Photoyraphs by the Author 


eT YERBAPS some day thie bit of quiet 

Pisco will become a busy mid-Pacific 

haven for flying Chippers.” 

These prophetic words appear under a pic- 
ture of Canton Diand in a 1?-yvearold iseue 
of the Nationar Groceariic Macazine. The 
photograph helps Wlustrate an article about 
what was then a Innely, barren speck of 
Tae. 

To observe an eclipse of the sun, Amerigo 
amd British astronemers hed set up camps on 
Canton in 1937 (page 121).* Un the course 
of their appointment with darkness they en- 
Hehtened the world about the little isle, [909 
watery miles southwest of Honolulu. 

The scientists found no humans on Can- 
ton, The only living things were sea birds, 
turtles, hermit cralis, rats, and lizards amon 
sparse, acrubby vegetation: a few coconut 
palms towered above the coral, Temperatures 
were high, rainfall was low, wid the tshond 
locked fresh water. 

There wus nothing inviting about this mid- 
Pacific atoll, but in a fast-leveloping Air 
Age it offered possibilities obvious to the Star- 
gazing veltora of 1937, “Canton Island,” 
wrote a member of the American party. 
“promises to be an important commercial 
airplane base in the South Pacific.” 


Small Aral Weleomes Big Aireralt 


Pan American World Airways hos seen to 
it that the promise was- kept. “T'wo years later 
the company established a seaplane base in 
the reef-circled lavoon of Canton Island. It 
serviced fiving bouts operating between the 
United States und Australasia. 

Then, after World War Fi, Pan American 
switched to lindplanes, using Canton’s mili- 
tury airfield. ‘Today, three airlines under dif- 
ferent flags regularly stop at Canton’s airport, 
aml the seadrome can still be used by flving 
bere £5 

Lights along the 6,000-foot munway guided 
our 47-passenger Siratocruiser'in th a smooth 
landing the night I arrived on Canton Islind 


to see how it had changer over the years since 
the eclipse expedition, 

A well-appointed hotel managed by Pan 
American statd<s where sstronomers once 
pitched their tents. 1 moved inte ane af its 
roams overlooking the lagoon. A breeze in 
the palms near the beach sounder! Tike gentle 
rain on the roof. A sea bird called in the 
darkness. To the drone of an electric fan 
| fell into wanted sleep after the long flight 
from Honolule, 


Isfund the Rim of o Deud Volcano 


Canton, a coral atoll) 198 miles south of 
the Equator, = built on the rim of an ancien 
volcanic crater about 30 miles ground, Rane- 
ing in width from 100 to 700 yards, the helt of 
land girdles a body of turquoise water abound- 
ing in fantastic fish and fascinating. coral fur- 
mations. The island's highest point rises 
20 unimpressive fect above sea level, 

On a map the atoll looks like « hollow pork 
chop (page 122). But from the air Canton 
resembles a gem. Its exquisitely colored In- 
goon is bardered by pearly coral, The island 
is a particularly welcome sight to pilots; ne 
alternate landing ground lies within hundrevds 
of mailes of this little strip of reef ina vast 
expanse! tf ocean, 

Some 260 prrsans form Canton's two com- 
munities—Northside ond Southside, These 
settled sections receive their names from loca- 
lions north and south of a ship channel that 
provides the main entrance into the lagoon 
from the sea. The tide rushes through this 
cut in the atoll’s western flank like « =wift 
river in spate. Vessels up to 400 feet long can 
navigate the passage to berth at a dock in the 
dredged harbor, 

I found Nearthside teore of a town than 
Southside, which it largely residential (pape 

‘Ser, in the Nanowan Gemmaritne Madar: 
“Crates of Canton Ishiwd,” by Irvine C. Gardner, 
June, 1938: “Eelipse Adventur on a Desert Tale,” 
We Copt J. F. Helwee, ond “Npture’s Most Dramatic 


Spmctocle,” lee SAL Mitchell, bath (ar Septuriber, 
[Qiy, | 
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Air Age Brings Life to Canton Istand 


120). The United States Civil Aeronautics 
Administration manages and occupies most of 
the northern area, while Pan American em- 
plovees and the British Resident Administra- 
tor with his family live in the southern com- 
riurrity. 

Northside contains all airport facilities: 
Tunway, terminal hyilding, maintenance shops, 
relucling equipment, navigational aids, cam- 
municalions station, and meteorological offices 
Near the depot a village hos grown up to sup- 
port the units providing aircraft services, 

Here | lunched with Americans, dined with 
Duteh, photographie) Japanese and Portu- 
gues, sipped coffee with an Englishman, vie- 
Hed the hornw of o Hawatian, talked with 


Austrilians and New Zealanders, met Chinese: 


aml Koreans, and watched natives of the (il- 
bert, Ellice, and Fiji Islands fishing, servicing 
aircraft, or helping out as family domestics, 
Tovether they make up uw happy, international 
peaulmtion. 

Ky an agreement in 1939 the United States 
und the United Ringdom assumed joint control 
of Canton Island for 50 years, and “there- 
after until such time as it may be muelified 
or terminited by the mutual consent of the two 
Governments.” Air companies of both na- 
lions have equal rights to port facilities on 
the island, 


Canton Was Once Named Mary 


In the carly 1800's severnl whaling ships 


indéependently discovered the atoll. At least 
three of the “discoverers” gave il @ name: 
Swallow, Mary, and Mary Balcout. 

The name that stock came from the New 
Bediord whaler Canton which piled up on 
the reef in the mid-19th century." The cap- 
tain and crew of the ill-fated vessel survived 
a 49-day vovage in open boats from Canton 
to Guam, Out of respect for this feat, a 
L. 3S. Navy officer who surveyed the island 
in [872 named it after the ship that foundered 


Page 8 
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An wninhulited cora] tecl ( vears-aio, the isinnd 

ls Latning today a¢ @ troneapean stupeiver, “Three 
uinlines:, Pun American, Catailian Pacific, word Qinie 
Empire, toule jaasehger and cacge jdanes through 
Canton, Shiet of the islands 250 inhabitants pro- 
vide services ler aircraft ancl passencere. This Amer- 
ican efficin) armel his Fifian helper scan the National 
Gopgraphic Seciery's Werkd Mag 
© Sel lida) Geugraplile tee lay 

Keiaetirvmes liv Weert) Wallet. Nallemed Geveranhin Hiaft 


119 


on its shores. | saw 0 rust-encrusted fart 
of the wreck still on the beach, 

Not much happened to Canton during the 
nest several decades, Hritish euano tHestrs 
arrived in the ‘80's; but soon abandoned 
the costly venture. Two shipping ond trarl- 
ing companies: leased ihe island at different 
tintes; apart from planting coconut trees, 
they did nothing to develop it, 

The 1937 eclipse expedition really put Can- 
ton on the map; -itsimportance to werial navi- 
gation in the South Pacific kept it there. 
With planes came civilization. 


World War Il Jumping-off Place 


What Canton meant during World War TI 
to the United States and its allies im the 
Pacific con never be overestimated. Without 
this steppingstene for airberne supplies on 
their way to far-flung fronts below the Equa- 
tor, events might have taken quite another 
turn—for the worse. 

The Japanese realized Canton’: importance, 
but the little island's defenders discouramed 
moenemy landing, U.S. Army, Navy, ind 
Air Force men held the ground, Thousands 
of others took off from here to fight their 
wal, iskind by island, toward eventual vic- 
tory in the Pucific. 

At Northside [ met Mr, William J, Evans. 
Officially, he is the United States Resident 
Administrator of Canton Enidlerbury Is- 
lands under the Department of the Interior: 
Tsland Manager for the Civil Aeroniutics Ad- 
ministration under the Department of Com- 
merce; and U.S. Special Deputy Marshal on 
Canton and Enderbury Islands for the De- 
peirtment of Justice. Hut to almost everyone 
who cain talk he is simply “Bill,” 

‘Jump in my jeep, and [ll show vou Narth- 
side,” said Bill. 

We pulled up at the Canton Island School 
as midmorning recess began, | talked with 
the two teachers while all 32 pupils plaved 
outside the 3-room building remodeled in 1952 
from an old Army mess hall. 

Children from 3 to 3 years old attend 
Classes from kindergarten through the eighth 
grade (page 125), [sow two Gilbert I[s- 
landers and a Japanese among the youngest. 
Before the island hed a schoolhouse, « public- 
spitited Canton resident held classes on her 
huck porch, 


‘See “Amenicon Pathiinilers in the FParitic,” tw 
William A. Nicholas, Natrowat Grognaviic Maas. 
coe, May, 1946. 
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Canton Istand: A Thin Rim of Coral Around a Huge Bowl of Water 


Retnote in terme of. mbes, Canton by air ie but 17 bows from San Francisco ated Jo from New. York, 


plate) land on the main ronwoy. World Wart 

Canton Island's U. S. post office is in the 
airport terminal, Art pee times quetes 
form at the stamp windows. like post-office 
lines in Senttle, Cleveland, or Chattanooga, 
ati customers buy the same kinds of stampe 
they de at home. It costs no more to send a 
letter by air from Canton Island to New York 
than it does from Washington, D.C." 

Mritish residents mail letters bearing Her 
Majesty's stamps at o post office in Southside, 
or from a branch at Northside'’s airport. 

For a brief period Canton’s school occupied 
a Quonset hut which now serves us the Canton 
Island) Hospital, A husband-and-wife team 
operates the 4-bed affair; he's the doctor, 
she’s the minrst, 

They showed me around the rooms used 
fur M-ray department, laboratory, surgery, 
office, and walting room. Here, in Febroury, 
1953, the frret American child liern on Canton 
came ipto a coral werkt Am mother mons 
the ishund’s U.S. post office, 

Normally the hespital fies a flag with 
red croas on a white field. On the otcasion 
of a birth a baby blanket flutters from the 
stafi—hblue for a boy, pink foram girl. 


Fire Departorent Starts o Blase 


Another (Qoonset hut hoses Northsicde's 
fire department—a versatile jeep and a larger 
track, both painted bright red. They had 
the makings of 4 color photograph, aoa 7 asked 
Hill if we could work them inte a picture. 

“That's easy, he said, “Well just have 


; Aviat 
L's Getter strip serves §& emergency runway, 


a drill; let's see the fire chief about it,” 

Thirty minutes later a siren sounded the 
alirm as an obsdlete army storehouse roared 
up in orange-red flames and thick blick «moke. 
Not only the two T had olreuhy seen, but 
several other fire-fychting webicles raced to 
the scene. Men, old and young and brown 
and white, swarted over the omchines; they 
handled the hoses and themselves like pro- 
fessionals (page 129). 

I watched two barefoot Gilbertese plow 
through smoldering debris to reach the central 
conflagration, Even if Td worn an asbestos 
sit and heavy boots, I should have hesitated! 
to follow them, 


Guordening Calls for Work and Water 


Such burning of wartime evyesores affords 
fire-fehting practice ant] improves Canton’s 
landscape. But ugh reminders remain: ole 
plane wrecks, junk piles of rusting military 
equipment, snapped-off witeless poles, grown- 
over artillery posts and ammunition storage 
bunkers, hundreds of useless fuel drums. 
abandoned! buildings plundered for lomber, 
and even o troop tratispart. the President Puy. 
for, rotting ot the beuch for the past 13 vears. 

Cantons clean-up campai and modern 
iniprovements are winning owt, Cotnfortable 
homes, smiuall but neat, ine Northside’s lagoon 
front. Despite coral “soll ond lack of rain, 
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Air Age Brings Life to Canton Island 127 


Shiny sugar bowls ani) gleaming silverware 
looked out of place on rough mess-hyll tables. 

After the wer civilian residents used the 
Presufent Tavlar-as oa sort of clubhouse, They 
held fish fries and broiled steaks on ber decks. 
Apparently one party failed to put out its 
fire, and the ship burned for days, Now 
u Name-gutted, rusting hulk, the Tavlor grows 
stnaller as time and ‘salvage crews whittle 
away al her, 

Since 1942 the President Tavlur has heen 
Canton’s only prominent landmark. From al- 
mast any point on the atoll one can see her 
hulky silhouette (page 120). At a distance 
the ship appears to be steaming right into 
the lagoon, 

“We'll miss the Tavlar when she's gone.” I 
heard more one island inhabitunt sav 
wistfully. 

Once | boarded the wreck to watch the sal 
vagpe crew at work with cutting torches, The 
captain who had conducted the recent wedding 
ceremony showed me all over his workshop— 
the entire eerie vessel, 


Fishermen “Airmail” Gatch to Hawaii 


Salvage of the Timer is one of the few ac- 
tivities on Canton that is net conmectedd with 
the airways. Even the local commerce ial fish- 
ing companies depend upon aireraft te deliver 
an average 20,000 pounds of chilled fish a 
month to Honolulu markets. Pan American 
planes normally handle two shipments a week 
at a special commoedity rate, Time lapse from 
netting off Canton’s teels to serving on Ha- 
walian tables Sellar exceeds 24 hours (page 
125). 

With Gilbertese fishermen 7 went out sev- 
eral mornings to see how they work their nets, 
Most often they use the “surround” method, 
Two men carry o long net in o straight line 
through waist-leep water toward a likely 
plice fora school of fish. The fishermen try 
to keep their net between the fish and open 
water. 

Half a dozen Gilbertese wait on the beach. 
At a given signal they mush for the net, 
shouting, splashing, and generally endeavor- 

ing to drive the fish ahead of them. Mean- 
while the men on each end of the net form o 
horseshoe with it, Then they bring the ends 
together. By now the “drivers” have reached 
the scene: they belp fold the net into a circle 
arqund the fish, The catch comes ashore in 
larve baskets, 

One such operation | watched yielded aliout 


ss 


100 potnds of bonefish: another netted some 
70 pounds of surgeonfish, still another, mullet 
(page 124). QOecasionally the nets yield cre- 
valle, sting ray, and balloonfish. 

Not all the fishing is done with nets. To 
hook mallet, the Gilbertese take poles and a 
plentiful supply of hermit crabs to the dock 
in the livoon harbor; They choose a time 
when the tide is racing in through the ship 
channel close by. The crabs are pounded to 
pulp and tossed into the water. 

I watched the fishermen lure hundreds of 
mullet up to the dock. As far away os we 
could see, the fish kept crowding in to feed 
on the crab, All-seemaed to be about L6 inches 
long, They came in such thick pucks that 
a pebble dropped anywhere among then would 
certniniy have siruck one. 

Time to start fishing; men reached for poles 
and let down lines with barbless honks. I 
prepared ito photograph mass action, 

Suddenly scores of nvullet broke water in 
i body, making a loud whoosh! When the 
surface calmed, there wasn'ta mullet insight. 
Some large, hungry fish had frightened them 
nearly out of their fim. 

So ended my first lesson in mullet fishing. 
The fishermen header] home, resigned to the 
incident. A few glanced back at me os if to 
sav, “Better luck another day.” Even with 
such har breaks, the Gilbertese catch enough 
by net and hook to ship two tons or more ol 
mullet to Honolulu each month. 


Ferry Links Northside, Southside 


The restless ship channel separates North- 
side from Southside, Between the oreas a 
40-foot Diesel-powered ferry carries possen- 
gere and goods back and furth from sunrise 
to midnight. of you miss the last trip, you 
con drive 24 miles around the island on an 
indifferent road. 

Slightly less than half of Canton’s popula- 
tion lives on the Southside in family houses, 
bachelor quarters, and at the island's tne hotel: 
Fijians and Gilbert and Ellice iskenders em- 
ploved by the British gavernment have their 
own village inside the British aren. | 

Since the principal business—servicing air- 
ctaft—belongs to Northside, much commuting 
takes place. You might call Southside a resi- 
dential suburh of Northside, bot each has the 
necessary workshops and plants for eleetric 
power and water distillation to call itself a 
Separate oonmmutity, 

Although I tried to divide my siny tairly 
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between the wwe, | found more advantages 
iround Southside, It has the recreational 
tilee, Here grow more trees to shade the 
hiring coral; the lagoon with its submarme 
Wonders seems meurer, mone inviting: the na- 
tives’ love of music unel color brightens the 
already brilliant setting; and sea birds oolo- 
mae the vicinity. 

‘Ornithologists Alfred M, Bailey and Rob- 
ert Niedrach of the Dever museum listed a 
total of 28 bird species and subspecies at Can- 
ton Island in 1952. These include three shear- 
witters, a peitrel, the red-talled tropic bere, 
three kinds of boobies, two species of frigate 
birds, terns, curlew, golden plover, and wan- 
dering tattler, Turnstones, or sea dotterels, 
Inhatit the ishind the year round, and same 
nuigttory ducks come here ty rest. 


Angry Parent Dive-bombs the Author 


Not far from Southside a friend and | 
visited a breeding ground of the grav-backed 
terms, They form immense colonies, noisily 
active day and night. 

As we walked toward their territory, they 
acreamed with indignation and rose in a rogueel 
Cloud. Tt wos asdf someone had burst open 
a hundred pillows to watch the feathers tly, 
fn jerky flight the birds made jngged passes 
at our heads, cursing us as only terns can do, 
We had to step mincingiv to keep from crush- 
ing bunturm-siee epes casually laid on the 
gray coral with which they blend perfectly. 

A few fuzzy chicks scampered for cover 
under grounid-creeping vines. When we caught 
two fer picture purposes the adults raged, 
shrinking urouil us like mad things. Quite 
understandably, one inte parent dive-bombed 
the back of my head, 

A mile or so beyond the terns we cume to 
a becby colony. The gannetlike binds spend 
hours sitting among scatvola branches, look- 
ing blank or quietly thinking over their prab- 
lems: ‘They are powerful fiyers. In mating 
season they take no chances with humans; 
they take off, 

We moved on to the frigate bird, or man- 
af-war bird (page 125). T particularly wanted 
to make a color photograph of a male with 
his throat pouch inflated like a big red bal- 


loun. Fut it wasn't the breeding seasan: «le- 
flation was in =ivle, We did, however, see 


o bird in flight with his sac blown up. In 

my excitement at the spertacke | shouted, 

“There goes one with an inflated bosom!" 
Canton Island's birds once “went on the 


The National Geographic Magazine 


air Boobies and frigate birds squawked into 
a microphase held by radio announcer George 
Hicks, wha accompanied the 1937 eclipse ex- 
pedlition; the birds’ voices were carried into 
United States homes over o National Brand- 
casting Company network. 

Far more colorful and numerous than Can- 
tom's birds are the fieh in its lagoon, In 1939 
Dr. Leonard P. Schultz of the Smithsunian Tn- 
stitution catalogued 221 species in the watery 
world of Canton Istand and ite neighbors. And 
what a world! To dive into it wearing « eluss 
face mask isto forget almost absolutely your 
own earth, 

You can all the lapoon in a swift outriguer 
(opposite), fish over it on squaplane or 
water skis, land on it with a flying boat, or 
simply murvel at fits delicate, almost artificial 
color, But nothing can surpass the thrill of 
venturing below the surface, 

Two enthusiasts of undersen life invited) me 
to accompany them one brilliant morning, 
Into a dinghy we piled spear Buns, awim fms, 
fuce masks, ancl cameras snug in homemade 
watertight cases, We headed for a section 
of the lagoon rich in coral formutions sttrac- 
tive to fieh as well as to us (page 126), 


Riot of Golor in a Watery World 


Slipping gently from the boat into the clear 
water, T moved ag if in a dream through a 
Howery jungle of coral creation, Sometimes 
I skimmed mountains reaching nearly to the 
surface; then abruptly T looked down into 
obscure depths of mysterious valleys, Sun- 
light filtering through ripples above me played 
salthy on remarkable living structures—layen- 
der, orange, green, brawn, vellow, blue, red- 
dish, pinkish, or indescribable: 





. Page 151 
A Ganten Sailor Jumps to Windward + 

to Keep ao Canoe on lis Feet 
Gilbert Islanders mado this outriuser canoe in the 
traditional way. limporting materials, they cut the 
flanks by hand and sewed them together with coco 


mit fibers. Ne onal, sone, ar glue wentocinba the 
erat: Catlciens and paint sealed it watertight, 


The conde’s bull on the leeward sitet is attend 
to oreduce Aide maton; otutcheger acts as windward 
bilawe. Canton {ndariel’ b gutrigerr enthusinsts claim 
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there aniuue the ‘world's feetest aallboyta, 
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the sail around. “Phe bow then becomes the stem, 
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Planes Keep Canton Alive 


Aircraft brought this once-empty isle into 
full focus 
nhispensable steppingstane on the way to wat 
in the South Paciic, Although » <mall atoll 
is bis enough to handle today’s hirgest pas 


scnier planes 


The remote reef proved itself an 


They Keep Lanton alive: ont 
Canton seeps them fying regularly between 
Sorth Americ. and the far antipodes, 

All of which reminds me that tonight Fu 
board a inpper on Canton Islend fox 
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Village Life in Peru’s Mountainous Back Country Has Its Ups and Downs, 
Including Blood Sacrifices and Bewitched Scientists 


By Harry Tscnorimk, Jr. 


Assistant Curatur of Biloolwy, Americin Museum ol Natural History 


MWih [loastrauons from Photographs by the author 


J OSVER since the days of the Incas the 
Aymara Tndian village of Chuecuito has 


Bf stood on a high, rocky outcrop over- 
looking the blue expanse of Luke Titicaca and 
the glittering snow mountains bevand (map, 
page 136)" 

As a small town in the southern Peruvian 
Andes; it is in no way distinctive. Tts thatched 
stone huts and massive Spanish colininl 
churches could be duplicated in many other 
Villages around the lake. The Indian farmers 
and fishermen differ in no important respects 
irom those of neighboring towns; 

— Vet my wife and I have a special affection 
for this village, our bome for two and a half 
years, To it< friendly peuple we were known 
us“Sefor and Séhom Gringo.” 


Town Nearly 2!4 Miles High 


We had gone to Peru on an expedition 
spensired by the Peabody Museum ane the 
Division of Anthropology of Harvard Univer- 
city, My objective was to make oa detailed 
study of & contemporary community in the 
Lake Titicaca region. My wife planned to 
excavate archealoical sites in the same area. 

After a brief survey of the Aymara Indian 
towns clustering around the northwestern 
shere of the lake, we selected (hucuito os 
the most Tikely spot for our studies, There 
were virloue technicul reasons fur our choice, 
but the fact that we fell in lave with the 
place. almost at once probably decided the 
se. 

The town stands st-an altitude of almost 
two and a half miles and is surrounded by 
higher perks, With a stight alteration of de- 
taila, it might be colonial Peru of more than 
300 vears ago. Altogether, it has about S00 
residenis—aome 50 wesfizes, or mixed bloods, 
and the rest pure Avmarit Indians, 

Life in Chuculto was often wncomfortable, 
frequently hectic, hut never dull. 

We were fortunste in getting one of the 
larger amd more attractive houses in the 
town, a solid old structure with thick walls 


atid a thatched roof. The rooms were ar- 
ringed ground » patio that was planted with 
flowering shrubs and honeysuckle vines and 
pived with black and white pebbles set ‘in 


pemetric designs; 


During the day we literally lived in the 
patio. The sheltering walls trapped the son 
and cutoff the chill breezes irom, the Inke, 
Gur chiel saurce of discomfort in Chucuita, 
suminer and winter, was the eold, For there 
wos no means of hewting the house in a region 
which is always chilly and frequently below 
Ireezing. 

Our howehold, in addition tea qurselves, was 
composed of Manuel, the houseboy, and Car- 
men, the cook. Connen was o mestiza from 
(be market town and railway center of Pung, 
10 miles away, Ey virtue of aw thin strain 
of Spanish blood acquired by her forebears 
many vears ago, she considered heraclf to be 
scveral cuts above Manuel, a local Indian. 
Although active hostilities broke out but 
rarely, there was: at first. a marked under- 
current af antagonism between them. 


Yankee Tastes Confound the Cool: 


After the dinner things had been cleared 
away ih the evening, we could bear Carmen 
through the thin kitchen door, 

“Petch water to wash the dishes, Incion!” 

“St, Sefora Carmen.” Then, after a pause, 
Manvel would add, “Itsis true that T am an 
Indian, sefiora, but my father owns much 
land. {have heard that vewr fimily is land- 
less.” 

And so it went. Eventually, after work- 
ing together in close association, even they 
come to see the humor of these exchanges 

Catmen, in addition to cooking, did all 
of our laundry, And as if these activities 
were net enough to keep her busy, she also 
ran a small emda, or general store, in her 
epare time! | | 

*Scre “Peru, Hoineland of the Warhke Trica,” by 


Kip Row, Natoxar Geodnarnic Macazixr, October, 
£950. 


Peruvian iodians Sull Farm > 
the Ancents’ Walled Terraces 


(entitles belore Columbus, Andeon farmer weer) metho of 
pragatlor: areal fertilicetion that excite the gdimivation of modern 
a] comservaolloniis Stuck of the topes] in these berriices pew 
Chucuiia was carefully ploced by bund ulter being: carned on 
nian ss beds Today's Indians do not ioigete thetr plots: thes 
glam only a fraction of the -hurvesdt praduce| in olen tim 

The firbest farther in thi sertilenicent own besa than thro 
ocrem, Their chief crop je the white potato, a colkl-cumate 
Wwertibhe cultivated iv thee terete ancestor itece ie 


+ Linsinkable Bulrush Boots 
Float on Loke Titicoes 
Boots like. these were fourd hy the cfist Spantirds to sce 
Titiacn, Conquistadors colled them arta alter the const's 
tht bobaWwed! riite, and the misnomer endured 
The roshlike tetora’s cellular ait spaces mike these licmls 
leovit ete in the lake's stulden wtorms Tf they become 
ki stetlowcndl tliew are dtagcerl mmbore ani dried 
This man’ clrooulur pet rliles fike a sal When he is (sbinue, 
Fach, brirtinn cummiuniiy an the like 


lee tees bf witli & stick 
has extlusive shine rib to admocen water 
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Carmen took great delight in ac: 
quining new privgo recipes and, in: 
der my wife's supervision, learned 
to produce dishes that would have 
done dretit tovany North American 
fousewile. Chir food tastes, how: 
ever, continged to confuse her, 
Although we could clepenel ups 
he Incal market for peltry, eases, 
lish, and potters, mist. of the 
marketing we done twice a week 
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in Ponu, There, by degrees, bot not with- 
out considerable trial and error, Curneen it- 
troduced my wile inte. the mysteries and 
Intricactes of bihiand Periviin markets | page 
[S8). The chief difficulty was that many 
of the bewildering number of vetetubles. atid 
fits to te had in Pun were new to us 
Wites (potoiolike tubers), cAgri- 
maw (onsiind apples), and (denny (reli 
tives: of the egefmuit | 


erie and 


Qne day my wife purchaser a lasecinuws puur- 
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jhe object whith ¢he took to be an eruplant, 
That evening she wie in the Ritehen disctiss- 
Inv the dinner meni. 
“Camen, she said. pointing to her pur- 
chose, “would vou prepare this for dinner?” 
“Procisely how, senora?” 
narrowed wilh <uspicion 
“Ried, [-think, fn butter 
"Fred? Her worst chowht confirmed, Car 
nen shruesed ane tured ter back 
At dinner we were served, but 


Carmen 2 Eyes 


cemsle pov 





* Indian Villages Ring Lake Titienca, 
a Center of Aymara Culture 

Author Harry Tschopik, Jr, and hie wife. marc 
Churcuite, a village in the lake, ther home base fur 

2)e-vear study of the Iutlans: In pre-Doca time 
the town eerved as cupite! of a powerful Aymara 
astute. Later, under Spain, Mt rivaled Ciro and Lima. 
Today the home of $00 people, Chucaito ives in the 
memory af its bye splendor, 


Asinara Indians Plant Potatoes * 
at 134MM) Feet in the Andes 

Driving a7 woke af oven, the Chocaite former gies 
aswiohen plow of o tepe introdeced by Loth-eentitr 
Spaninms. The tw wemer tote eel potatecs-in 
Haws, their purse ane carryall, South America’s 
git to the world, the while potate grows in 40 varle- 
tes around Chuwouwto, Bahia de Puno, an anm of 
Titicara, cuts the valley below, 


eat, the fried “egeplant.” Tt was a melon! 

Not only were the products themselves 
strange to us. So were the marketing tech- 
niques. The ingenious ways of cutting meat 
would have baifle) a well-trained anatomist, 
While usually we knew what kind of animal 
we were cating, we could never be quite cer- 
Win a to what part. Perhaps it was just 
as well, 

Striking bargains and making purchases 
often posed curious problems. Lard, for ex- 
ample, was broweht to market in gasoline tins 
cil sold by the spoonful, 


“There are only 1S spoontuls left. 
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“T should like 15 spoonfuls of lard,” my 
wife said one day to an old market woman. 


ONT oy the prompt reply. 


‘old Muy 


seHora,| Was 
have three.” 

“But | come to market only twice a week,” 
my wife protested. “Three wouldnt last 
ony time at all,” 

“Tm sory, senor IT haye come many 
kilometers to market. Tf [ sold you all my 
lard, J would have to-go bome early,” 

Eennamic gain, clearly, i not the 
nwtive for commerce, 


cry 


i aaenaie 





= F 1 a 1 if 5 oe ‘ P| 4 a 
Fivhteen-yveureald Manuel was man-of-all Manuel asked the price of every article 


york around! the house, He cleaned, swepl, we possessed and particularly admired our 
L = . . 7 * r i | , ri a 
howled drinking water from a spring hali a collapsible rubber bathtub, Asn special pr 
mile above the villave, ond warted on table. lowe he was allowed to wash our automobile, 


a decrepit delivery trick 
How Santa Claus Came to Minizel We became very fond of Manuel anc his 


4 | wie Baal eer q cid Fil icnbed io be Ponstani ‘Koad leit information. The first 
Come a poest, ond, although he spoke—and Christmas after we had settled in (ohucuito 
even Pe LA fHuenth _ fe ae panitsn WiLs we Were (ikCuSsiIng presents to give Om, 
virtunlly wvunintelighle We  OOnTMLN Ca ted “In addition to mone | sail, “ht 
in ao mixture of Ayvmri and Spanish, plus cae him something different—something. he 
whatever waecalalery &— feroémnteer from: cetldn't buoy in Checuite or even in Pune, 


aresar and Cicero “] keow," ov wife replied He loves 


i ii 
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1 
ie ed 
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1 Ulseu 


a Women in Pele Derhies Mill 
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Thre the Market ta Clhuecuita 








when | 


fide He always scrapes t 


re EM 
make it,” 

Tan 
ined wrapped ot up in Cnrisitas paper and 


SO my wife tach 4 foe cot Topeka 


fibhon, On top of the box she ghued a small 
Santa Chis, ane of ayer! she hpi 
from i Christmas party in Boston 


and hid brovwelt to Peru 


higture ot 
slvaged 


[he previous yeas 


thinking to give them to the [ndian chile 
Cin (Christmas morning Manuel wae speech- 
less with delight, an unwsual state for him. 
Lnd tins little tHrure, who te her 
How to explain Santa Clius in a 
where Christies & not 


“This.” 1 suid, 


know,” | 


rein 
maya Celebration ? 
‘fe San Nicolas, Ele is o 
Wnneessariiv. 
Marthe 
home to 


enn! adicler| 


woill 


ean Nicole!” hreathed intl; 


clutching: the bex of fudge, raced 
show it ta his parents, 
We hod forgotten the incident when, months 
later, | happened to go into Manel’s room 
which was also the Storeroom—to (et some 
thing of other Phere santa (lous 
Salle to the wall was a ttle shrine corm- 


moses «at iw whisk’ corions. 


Wis 
a clear box, 
Inside, carrying a miniature 
Satita Claus re- 
ether 


ancl an olive Lin, 

ir tres one 
posed In isolated splendor, On 
hurmed a stub of candle, and before the fitthe 


aepirin bottle holding 


ver howler, 





einimi an wile 


fherure id 
fhowers 
For Manuel this had been bie real Christ- 


Mas PTESent. 


Harvard Nluscum Wanted a Lioma 


farm ot civersion. other than 


ences 


Our chiel 


the almast cuccession of collectme 


tripe and picnics to archeological sites, was 
entertaining Lima 
Arequimk had standing instructions. to sen 
anv and all interesting travelers: to us. 


Visitors Frienws in Tel 


In this wav we met Samy, one of the 
counts Colin 
from the Chicago 


, f 
moat memorable on several 


C. Sanborn is a zoolopist 


Natural History 
he Woe otf salvation, andl om the 


Mluseum. (in the one hand 
other tye 
L 


most cued our reputation among the Ly 


tians of the village 
shorts 

‘ejved. 2 letter Irom a iment atl the 

Harvard, asking 


bs please to send hin sé llama skin and skeleton 


before Sandy arrived. we had re 
Mirseiuimn 
if Lomparative “cology al 


far the museums collections Phe. bite eu 


culty was nol finding, but buving, a [hima i 
the heart of Toma territory, 

the Aymarns ane very fon of their Tamas 
‘They 
Ofnarnienta! 
little 


pane Lele snags 


lavish wrest attention on then. hangine 


hirn tieesehs irom ier ears anil 


belis on the tur of them chests. ond 


+ OOS WIL OTe joi 
yellow ocher. Por the Avinuras the lluma is a 
uetul animal, a 
wie as well 45 


That is a splendid 


WWE med SUITE e OF titel viel 
f burden (page 144) 


[lam L.. | 


A leas 


wich sae 


mm haiy {: ime iil i iat Clouds." | ‘ Vi. H 
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Focr 


I ii 
Fart Toke (Clover from Andean (cold 
WL iirc ifr 

l i| Hi toil ite! 


i i i 1c ee | 


= Tim (|| =F 
Bp De an, Cen ee 
i 


+A lnrtlin Bl awirel a otk? LAG, | pie 


A ode 


Priced ‘T shoold like ta ATTA i! 


{ih ft ith Le 


Fle w not tor sanle, senor.” the Indian 


reply ashe fondly stroked the ilama’s 


WL bed 
harcained. and 
Phere were [lime 


bevy 
rit avn, 


sandy and I 
Wheel leet, biel 
everywhere 


woth then, 


but their owners would not part 
In our fecth 
thell, anil eventually te the 


ed Fe 
haaedal =~ 
SBHTCH PT a 


‘en I Wwe | af 





ranches in the hieh i oun tabs Awan iron the 
lInke shore. AL ote uch ranch we made a 
ral with the rancher, who was Willing ta 


a. small portion af hit berd to Clcunis, 


Crive 
when we mizht oke the final sélection 
fin the Lyon tecl dav ihe Jlvmas arrivert, 
eritti lat they were 


ect I| 


= 1 | . 
al arly, -<Checnepit, 


A 
ine bedraw Sets TAL inet Tanner, 





Lhitsiie the fouse he see lines Woil 


moment, decided that he 
to part with one of his 


As rein in desperate 


nt the asi 
Crmiilel til esis 
better aninnals; 
situations, we appealed to Manuel. 

You must bring us & llama, Alanuel, 
The tiatier 1 neaily urcent 

On the following civ Alanuel op 
pained With a fone animal. and the tnin- 
cial arrangements were completed ino 
Wael quickty cir- 


colated that the eringos had finally made 


matikts at Wn. 
ey prime brass swe! the willagers walked 


slawhy past our door, gaping with curt 


qaity. A crowd af idlers stonmi outside 
in the street 





Sandy led the Tama triumphanth: into 
the patio. The crowd was hushed, watch 
ing. In the center of the patio, while all 
locked on acdmiringly, Sandy pulled) out 
a revolver ane shot the Viami throweh 
the bawk of the The animal 
dropped with a thud 
moment the 
then 


eae. 


ati ii | 


a 
yas 
i ait v 

J 


[nclians 
sare nie 
Then, slowly anil 


For fA 
rooter| myc bs 
stared) unbellevingl, 
tHenthy, they went away 

‘Those eringos!” said one, <hiking 
his head. “For a month they look every: 
where fora Tam. When they find one 
ww lial They shoot him! 


Hew curidus, ti?” 


do they doe 


House Dedicated with 
Riood Sacrifice 


Viy daily work routine had one out- 
stanchinig Ws 
never like anothet [fo gather mionna- 
Ln 
picture of the tite of the community, my 
| Interview! the In 


= 
liverse <uhrect® a= how 


characterrt cre hate 


which weld give Well rounded 


r interpreter and I 
such 
they grow potatoes, how they make pottery 
We weed to follow 
ami) tas 
andl te funerals 


and how they treat disease 


them to the pastures, to the fields 
market, to howse-raking bees, 

Although many of these events were com 
monplace, same were sufficiently exotic to ie: 
Louw hest-minclec| 


Such a-one wos the blood sacrifice of a llama, 


nress vers the ethnolce st 
an ancient practice still carried out in secret 

For months Vionwel’s anil 
had been at work building @ new 
Alanwel’s brother (nsel nin Phe 
ari | 


hse TTL 


| t] ernie 





house tor 
stone suc] acdube walls were complete 
the shell of the house stood on a rocky prein 
cntory. 2&8 bore gubles reaching townrd the 


| a i... 
Colic Erny Morning &eS 


lay wos the day for dedicating Ure house 


& ae = hs. 


14] 
Hundkerechicls Whirl as FPurtners Stamp Cdut t 


= 





he Rhythos of o Penivian Courtship Dance 


AL fe wedge party, bridegroom Matt pair= with Mrs. T choglk. He proposed to hit intended Ceantes 
bw “stoning” one of her garments They become engaverd when her parents declined to steal it bok 
int] thatehing. the roel Vihough the first Phe Wer e where Anselmo liver! hefore was 
mvs of light were lucely perceptible over nut eid” he sold. as te crete the ar- 
Line teuarune] lack line of mounting to the rungement of the. ceremonial! ah wcts His 
east, a latge crowd) of men und women had lithe boy and girl both died. The evil spirits 
ratherer They were busily hauling timbers were eating his children, He failed in eve ry 

ant gracs thatch (page 144 thing 

Belore the house o handsome white llama Before | could reply, Anselmo himsel! 
stoce tethered. chewing its curl Eppeared in the doorway 

‘He will make a ftne sacrifice.” said Maonuel It is almost doy, fale (father), Every 
appraisingely The spirits prefer the blood thing is ready, Jt is time to begin | 
Of Whote cles. Ther will be eo! to iy 
brother, and he anel hi wile wil happy Fomly Prieed Cuts Liwina’s Threat 
arid TOS Per iis Met The ¢ rls livht str akecl | i oh Wilh 

Within the bowse walls; Nianuel’s futher vellow., ond the black waters of the lake 
was corelully laying out the paraphernalia were shot through with 4 y Sreen, 
lor the sacrifce—bottles of wine and alcohol The Dama was Jed through the doorway 
Hower petals, coca leaves, and other offerings. and bound in a kneeling position, facing east 
The oll mitin wore o frown of ansiets \ farnily friend who was to perform the sac- 
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For Coca and Drink, Friends and Relutives Thotch «» Roof at an Avimaroa Housing Bee 
held stone set and plastered: in arlolie forme the walls, Roewlers lav dip ilk ed Titktac foshet actos 
Phe tatters, jattoework af paies, Chimp at fcr rasa, clip im mod, shel the top 
© Windowles: houses in bechive shope shelter the Avmaris in thw Foie Runs Peeion, Euilt of socl, such 
hreaties Con endure SA aes This cme serve oe lumber and hal rack Richicn (ment) be ee Trai 


rit. steaming in the cold mountain air, Then lt wos after we had been living in Chucwite 
Manuel's father inspected the spleen carefully = ofor mere thin two vears that the most im- 
fur omens of cood orewil With his finger he probable af all events ocurred We wer 





traced the pattern of fine veins bewitched! And, unchivalrous thoneh if mas 
The signs are favorable,” be said. “This sound, it wae my wiles fault. Many weeks 
will be a 2nd house.” were to pues, however, before we discovered 
Ae the carcass of the llama was butchers! thot o curse had been Inid uwnpen te 
for the feost that was to follow, the oli Al the time, mv wike Aad frecered her 
man burned the heart and the oftermes mu archeological permit trom the Peruvian Grv- 
ring of tire ‘he tension of the ceremony oermmment and was eager to get of some of 
wis broken, evervoneé lauehed and talked, and, othe mere impressive of the ancient structures, 
alter a pause for a cdirink and a chew oF coca, portions of which could be seen hall buried 


the work of ronfme the new hows leon. ‘hid! wurteurcdec) bv cultivated fhelits 
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Vere OWT i Hilden Ii EE L! hiiclonren it Cel hii yey lnclion labore 75 


result wae that three though wnstitect 
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lt Sutter the anecrent 
CHAT Geet fertility spirit, whose chikinesn wer 
nlants 


WEA! When tn 


a that hniving 


CLEC ee 
happened a Killing frost that wile begun to @xcavale, Senord 
[Ea Die Crap, 


Perea: quieliv went too witch ad Bad an evil 
beeen pie it 


advance, Senora Perez actually 
nirotited by the excavation 


ell put Upon all of us, Inchuddi Pui the [relia 
that shi 


workin cn ihe «bee 


Hut all this developed much later, 


However, she felt 


haw) been tide to apoear rihicuheus 


For Diggin? in This Ineo Ron. Author, 


Wile. mand 
The dwoer of th bol 


Workoien Were Bewitched! 
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My. first inkling that things were fot ‘as 
they should be was the changed attitude of 
the Indians. Old friends would make excuses 
in order to avoid ws, 

“Tf cannot work with you today, senor. | 
must go to Lave to trade.” 

Or it would be: “Not today, sefor, My 
wiles mother is ill, We mist wo to Hunta,” 

Finally the Indians stopped making ex- 
cuses altogether, Thev simply ran into their 
houses and slammed the doors. 

“What is it, Clemente?” | asked my in- 
terpreter, “What have [ done now?” 

‘lt is nothing that you have done, Sefor 
Doctor.” he said. Then he added cautiously, 
“Of course | ama Christian and put no 
faith in pagan beliefs, but the people are say- 
ing that you and your good wife have been 
bewitched.” 

“What?” 1 cried, unable to believe my ears. 
“What do we do about that?” 

“With your permission, | would supgest 
that we go to a diviner and ask him to read 
the coca leaves,” 

At this point, matters had become serious, 
The milkman said that his cow was dry and 
that there would be no more milk, and the 
ege man said that his hens had stopped 
laying. Moreover, Manuel intimated that he 
had better stop working for us. And so, tak- 
ing mv interpreter’s advice, we consulted a 
diviner, old Eusebio Choque. The old man 
scattered out coca leaves and then shook his 
head sadly. 

‘Vou see, mast. of them are wrong side up, 
Perhaps vou will die!” 

That settied itl We would do what any 
frightened Aymark would do in our place, 
We would get unbewitched, 


Counterwitcheraft Cost 510 


As it turned out, the procedure was not 
particulurly complicated and only moderately 
expensive. For the two of us, plus 18 Indian 
laborers, the rituul cost less than $10. That 
included two counterwitches, or magiciuns, 
and some very special and tasty offerings to 
the spirit world, the price de résistance being 
two desiccated llama fetuses! 

Late one afternoon my wite and 7 sat in 
the magician’s house while he, his colleague, 
ant!) their assistants prepared 144 offerings to 
as many spirits. Each offering was simple, 
consisting of three perfect coca leaves pow- 
dered with shaved lama fat, wild mint leaves, 
ancl the dust of a silvery mineral, As each 
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magician finished an offering, he breathed on 
it, held it aloft, and Intoned, “Such-and-such 
mountain spirit, | salute vou: This is your 
fowl.” 

At stated Intervals we were obliged to stop 
for a drink and a chew of coca, for crink- 
ing and coca chewing are obligatory on all 


Aymara ceremorial occasions. 


The afternoon passed, and well into evening 
the offerings to the innumerable spirits con- 
tinued almost endlessly, or so it seemed. The 
night grew dark, and still the magicians dromed 
cn, 

Finally the chief magician paused with an 
offering in mid-air to ask, “Is it nearly mid- 
night, sefor? At the stroke of midnight the 
spirits come down to eat their offerings.” 

! looked] at my watch, It was a little 
after 10. | 

“Close to it,” T said, without troubling to 
be more “specific. 


Burnt Offerings for the Spirits 


With that the offerings were gathered into 
a bundle, and, our wav lighted by flickering 
kerosene lanterns, we stumbled over the rough 
strevts and fields toward the ruin. 

The night was cold and pitch-black, with 
a freezing wind blowing from the lake. In 
the feeble light of the guttering lanterns it 
was easy to imagine that the spirits were 
Indeed about to descend, 

In the old ruin the magicians burned the 
offerings in a ring of fire. Tneense and liba- 
tions of alcohol sent sparks and flames choot- 
ing up toward the dark sky and cast long 
shadows on the ruined walls. 

“They are coming!” cried the magicians. 
“The spirits are coming to eat their offerings! 
We must hurry away without looking back. 
li you see them, vou will die!" 

Hurry away we did, andl T must confess that 
I, for one, did mot look back. 

The next morning there was no trace of the 
ritual in the ruin—no ashes, not a footprint, 
The burnt offering been carefully col- 
lected and deposited in the waters of o swift- 
flowing stream, All traces of the night's ac- 
tivities had been obliterated, 

As a final footnote, it must be added that 
for fear the counterwitchcraft would cause 
the spell to backfire upon herself, Senorg 
Pérex left Chucuito, bag and baggage. When 
I returned to the village for the last time 
sever years later, 1 found that she had never 
reformed, 
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ri | 1 I t we fh \ be soled at $3 fo wuiacrifhers only 
beret Che: YOU SUBSCRIBE BUT TAKE ONLY THE The other will he an Anales inlay Per. 

ani ; RECORDS YOu wane at ial — nriced at £24 
aan | eu a bestit Hat te bv heer. WEL MI an APMEELIA TIO y Pe he [he litter will bh risa l ailah! each 
L diese aie ats riiier Ssh for subecrifeers onl EVETY waonilt far-any subscriber wha m™ 
far a ft i l fail oF CE i th, Ultimate ! 1 th Tea CLADE ready huivwe o aatista et lereg plaving 
hotties ln AnY meas i : . ded, [1 : re ort rk fh nn ntet , 
They do it, sensibly, by auditory demon. NuRcement about each forthcoming small charge will be added to the prices 
ira ru Bey n by Deen Lavine H : cover Postage and handlin 

| Eh 12 if ifr 1 


YOU HEAR MUSIC AS THE GREAT (oo. vot. ii, peeurd ur nor as wou de. TY A ONE-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION— 


CONDUCTORS HEAR IT, Onthe po- cite ar the time You are nof chligated NO OBLIGATION TO CONTINUE 
Him they have in tid af every moment utecriier fo lake anv sheciiied “OY HOt make. @ sone tru, to 3ce a 
i! rridat iia i =| aly 1j TT i aural bmi Lind i'| rei ‘| es | Li Tali ri 

ay a eelopnen Wa oy oe the subscription at your pl htening as you i , 
Art ectura| LL ; | Ty Same e li recor Bi | ; 
aa rly mM A L 7 i os Os a will 7 


lectual pleasure is what every tiusice TWO TYPES OF RECORDS. ATA RELA- aif mo charge. You may ond the sub 
lover can now acquire through Mirjic- TIVELY LOW COST All, Masse: aviloce lejucucaliateliy atter inet tale 


P 7 1 
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hip jc Tf jst ipl ited rt Pim 1a ae ae i | | i 1arri record aT Ce th qaLTT May 
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Hen to ls transformed because: you est quality—asi, POM. om Warylite hereatter. 


PLEASE BETUEN ONLY IF TOU RAVE A RECORD PLATTER WHILH 
Can PLAY 2055 EFM. LOMC-FLATING FECORDS 


As a demonstration 


WILL YOU ACCEPT 
WITHOUT CHARGE 


Beethoven’ ‘Fifth Symphony 


LLIT? 4 i | LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


i mee b fd 
Ve iia PF wE t 


MSC SPPPRECIAToa Pcoks 
co Book-of-the-Monih Club, Ine 
55 fede Sereet, Heat York [4 A OT 








‘It’s Daddy! 
Long Distance!” 





A rerular call from Dacl when he's 
away ik an exeiting event ot both 
ends of the line. Why mend trv ie the 
next time youre out of towi on 
husiness? You'll fiicl it pays heart- 
warming dividends in happiness 
and peace of mind, The service is 
quick. And the cost ti small. 


LONG DISTANCE 
RATES ARE LOW 
Hiro are some examples: 
Ciavehind to Pittsburgh. 45¢ 
New York to Bowtorn .... "ee 
Chicage.ta Atlanta .......$1,05 
Phitateiphia to Miami... $135 
Los Angefes to 
Washington, DiG..... $200 


Theee ure the Stodion-ho-Siudlent rode 
for the fired (hires minates, after fin‘ chonk 
mvire meget av! all dey Soncloy. They 
DO fhe ifdlede then federal nation lon 


Cradl tiny Number, 


It's Twioo ad Fost oe 

7 os 
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Bell ‘Telephone System % 
Sauce 





await 
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Mile after mic of white 
sand beach, -paralleled by 

Ao omodern. super 4-line 
highway now beckons 
Tvaeationers: This new Gilt 
playground is fil a step 
from manlern, new. 
reasonable hotels and 
mics; excellent gall 
courses, fine fishing and all 
Other noereatiacerul 
nivantioges. Enpoy tempting 
tcafccds fresh from the 
Gulf; pick up o healthy om 
tan or just relax in the 
Pleasant almosphere of this 
histor Deep South 


Wien lronlatil 


Write today for detailed 
informanen, A- postcurd 
will ches 





MISSISSIPPI 
GULF COAST 


Trte«l Geaportesnnet Deote wl Midalariene! 
Joctaon. Adlootuyipel 


Piewie poml me ibe pew Dull Goce 
retell dliee ch et ot relies bleeds 
dl! Fi | ofr fi 1: he 


Figo 
Piet i | a 


CHF 


ene. Sate 


i 4 THE HOSPITALITY STATE 











Mention the National Geograpttic—tr identifies you 





What happens when businessmen are too rushed? 
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FREE! TELLS TOUR RISK! 
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IRELAND 


mviles 


AMERICA 


Our Third Annual Sprung Festival 
MAY B= 39, 1955 
cin it will bie SATIN EThe, aural tlie Fruerald Tale w itl 


" ji J ms 
city ke a eurden af elon eilor, A benutiial time to 


ula! 















eteen nF ee | celebrution and that’s puree W hat wn Are rie Ae J. 33 Eea 
gkerije bis 1 Weespecially invite our friceruts in Anerica Sid Shined A a Vee 2D 
lo join. eb Yo we the An Tiistal festival. Qur traditional N. ¥., for « fulleolor 
(ead Alito Fanlte 3 the Hund tel Theusand  WeloomeEs mas of if Foul sad fur 
of the brish—awwit vos detnits of An Testa Pion 


i 
Patrick, weal sperts wr Spirit st Nie ey 


ite yon ren od ficent. 
rish 


Lowt ver, the Pageant of Ss 
and cultural evenis, the fabulous ‘ide n (olf Ball 
Tay inrmaanteeent. andl scores of : rhe An Tis aiul feahivilies 
brourkt vistors fram around the world. This year, An 
Ta a will be burner oad better than ever belore! Plan 





fo come to frelare early inrucl Wall "|| sec thie Painriia TOURIST INFORMATION BUR EAL 
Lattin Spenini ff Shute (May Ti he tee, the pit Feet orelude 
to Ag ‘Tvestal 


33 2. 20th be., Mee York 23.4.7. © Walt Plore SOLS 


lived by €ateo fdaiee The Aeticnal fool Publicity Organizetion for help 





it Where East Meets West Amidst 
, The Wonders of Antiquity 


i/ > The Sphinx and the Pyramids... the newly dis- 

Ny covered treasures of ancient Pharachs ... the 

Hi i mizhiy Nile and the vast desert... mosques 

{! : (4 and bazaars anc curavans... all the fasringation 
f of Revpt now so easily accessible by swift TWA 








iy Constellations... and at low, low Sky Tourist 
| 4 1 F 
iif lures! Enjoy a wonderful travel treat... take 
ie advantage of an outstanding travel vulue... 
fie 


[it visit Egypt by TWA! 


CHHeVLT FSF TRAVEL 4cCeNr O88 Twa 


fly thy » finest. FLY rr WA 


THAMES WORLD ANILiWTiS 





in @hoapetration with 
EGSYPRP TI AN srate trountst orrice 630 Fifth Avenue, New Yors 20, AW. YT. 


Aiention tle National Leegriplii—tl identiize you 


Gtls you Of 10 a 





Lytig start! 


IOIN THE YOUNG-AT-HEART and 
travel by air...by Convair! 

Here's the plane. with built-in pet- 
pp-and-sc. Built-in steps. and handy 
lugeAge racks-al the front of the Con- 
vair speed prrival and departure time 
as much as 40 minutes. [he Convar 
Was designed lo make your Dusimess 
of Vacation trip an-efficient, carefree 
experience 

ASK vour lavarite airline dr travel 
AfeAl to make pour next flight a Con- 
vair—the world s most popular pas- 
senper plane. Choice of 33 airlines 


Aw a transporl-trainer for the UA, 
Aur Force and Navy, (te Convair is 
rine new recurds for versaility an 
perlormance...drotherevidence of 


Convair's Enginesring to the Nth power 


ee eel 
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el oe —_ : — 








Nd fuiggaga clanning lings. Pick 
Up your Bae i you leaden [he 
plate end fou re on pour way 










MOHE AIALINES HAVE CHOSEN THE CONVAIA 
THAM ANY OTHER MODERN PASSENGER PLAME- 


Aero 0%, Freie 
Aerolineas Argentinas 
eronaves. De ieee 
Al Pali, dierly 
\mMerican 

Asatte, Aicteralte 
Avenia, Veneayela 
Brartitt 

Canadian Paniwli¢ 
Cantimnental 

Crete da Sul, trol 
Delta-CaS 

Ethinpia 

Hawaiian 

AT ate apad oon 

KL Roval Dutch 
LAGS, ad reg 


a | 


Linge Aeree Italiane 
Lulthaisa, Gernairy 
hational 

Mort hes! 

UneAl, Poiitern 

PAL. Pali eerie 

Pan Amer itan 

Peg) S.A. Arogii 
Republic of indornrscs 
SoD, Maclay jaurte 
Saint Arabian 
Swittall, feetreriand 
Trane Aska 
United 

VARIG, Aregil 
Westem 





ef” verywhere in Louisiana the a nil 
of Mardi Crna magna. From Old New 
Orleans, home of Hex, |aord of Mis- 
rule, through the faecinating ole 
world towns of the bayou country to 
the rolling beauty of North Louis 
oer a the festive Trwoed af Carnival 
caphurce all, 


Make Miuored Gran 7 Just the teeing 
of on perfect vacation. Follow, the 
weeping cures of the Mississippi 
on tietrip to the warm, bloe Ciulf 
rehve an hintonme and colorful past in 
teoutiful Natchitoches, Sit. At. arcin- 

wile and New [bermna hewr the 
hauntlne melodies of the Blues iin 
tha birthplace of Jaxer enjoy the 
bene delights of warm Southern 
eu Ahir just right for outdoor 
Bporte, With the beauty of poin 
ae ttios, camelling and chrysanthe- 
mums ne your backeround . . . mew 
Lastisinne, .. the your “round vaen- 
Lion apotof Aumerion 


Flan new fo visit Louisiana during 1955, a year-long 
abrervance af the Acecdion Bicentennial Celebrotian, 
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j Dep of Commerce & Indudrs G1 ) 
} Cogital Chis sladlrig, Bolan Fouge, la | 
| l 
1 Mere 
Aili Gers | , 
Mew Orleans, | Asicirenns 
Feb, BF, [855 ey State 4 


St Pet eo urg 


Vir. Sun invites: you to vised his favorite 
eity—ind Florida's newest oitraction, the 
“Sunshine Skyway.” 
is an ideal sightseeing center with Weeki 


The “Sunshine Caty” 


Wachee Soring, Silver Springs, (.vpress 
Gardens and many others less than o day's 
FREE color folder; request ac 
Write: 


drive. 
commodations dimectories, 


GG. G, Davenport, Ghomber of Counmerce 
St. Petersburd, Florida 





















‘CHARM SPOT 
Cc) F 
=O UTH 


- One of the workl’s-meet fo 
CAMELLIAS | moun gurdere this vat mstate 

j Wingless the floral epeleedens af 
thas heey ecHrGn 
The serene bien ita 1 dee ant Lig 
rl afl tht mingnifieeiper of  rver 

CHAT dieplave make Feltin- 

re th ee the Coli Comet 
at. —— Sea Per PAT= if iipayel ‘Tenirisl Ai- 
Suny wis Tae Teton.” Plan your visgt ew 


SEND FOR FREE EOLOR FOLDER 


eve LY ih etre 
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= SRO Sad Cars 





~ Where Beauty Knows No Season’ 


BELLINGRATH GARDENS 
ALABAMA 





MOBILE, 


Mention the National Geagraphic1It identifies pou 


The old and the new 
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fil 
fit oe “ ‘4 


GERMAN TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE 4-< 


History: bos leh wntoll fame Lindd- 
marisa Germany, where fevertnce for 
trulition equals the surging apind of 


freee. 


The patina of}age areal the vigor of 


outh Weed tate a podthen of wivid oon 
moated enstles ancl air-con. 
tioned hotels... cobblestone streets 
and soultidane super highw 
meded'al aaikets anc stream |ned cies. 

You'll dined. the ler oF life ment 
apprting in Cocrmans. Yor" enjoy the 


triste = 


AVR os 5 « 





will delight you tr 


erin alubrhy 


delicious food propared by wihwerued 
chet, the noble wines Eriwn ww ily liny- 
ing care, the swift, gracwus wervice... 
the contact with friendly 
people. And you'll like the wonderful 
harguind— price are lower than in al 
mist anv other place. 

Let vour travel agent arranece ¥OUF 
nifermatiom ancl thistrated 
hookheta apply to Dept. Tl, Pea 259, 
Grand Central Statma, New York 2 
ew Yoel, 


curmilay 


trap—bor 


Ferd «fAcwae A Pinu 


Bchtion the Nutional Geoyraphle—t identifies you 
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Lisi Univerc 


ON" 
INVITES YOu 


| ( ff sOuUTH CAROLINA'S 


BReEAvUTIEVL PLANTATION (ART 
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|_| 
“This boomy Tce sate, | 
ane im proud te be aie Tf] 
to invite vo peruonal] 
ho =ee cuir beaotifdl plane 7 | 
tation gardenn.” 
Sih Coarotine gar- 7] 
dem begin besening ta 
the fall and continue 7 | 
thie the sone 
Here ore the blooming 7 | 
usons fer colartil spec- 
| 
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Acolant, )ebhrwiry 
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Catalan, Cictabear 
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ria, Moy and Jone 

Pooper, May througs 
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frogkgrean, peor Ayribe 
Beock, on Ostdoor 
iculpteoe Gallary 
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The fomous Atute Serr 
So oof Seon Loke Gorden 






B Cypress Gorden Tow by 
Boat, Sear Chores 
Take 
Witte 
garilenn 
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feevely nrivete : 

ded, . ty all 
Tee, See Sie) Las 
public garden aa Areoak- 
greece, Liisi, iaerais | 
Middleson, Crores. Kal- 
nia, Dundell, Swarr Lake 
pd odie. Verde Aer Pree 
Kaliler 










1955 


La Mire Devanten 
Winnibord, Sout Certara 


» Aare Tet cher 
2. Beach folder 
2. “See South Corelinag 
a. Shote Pork feddier 
S. Potmetia Stade Teoye! 
Cruel a 
fonih Card 
Sidhe Daehn! Bora 

Dent. NG-1* Bas 927 
Columbia, South Corona y 
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Misi Universe 


oT Gel Saereoiie 


Don’t climb stairs- 


Go Sedgwick! / 









For thaw whe cannet of stheuld net climb wtains | 
nor i ere lin coneninece,” Sal ei ip 
OU Pein, fey aur ame morn with: Seg 
werk. Faally, quackly ptaliet: electrically ooor- 
ahi: Mihai cot, Rained Ge hecho 


arch machine WORKS 


209 SET (tthe it. SP PAE Lt. FT 
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INGUAPHONE 
7? for LANGUAGES 
FRENCH, CHINESE, SPANISH, 
RUSSIAN, MODERN GREEK, 
GERMAN —729 Langutice: avotoble 


i AT 
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SUN —Helax! Enjoy oforenal, 
pihurried Inang where every 
withter week had? SU 
FUN Play «4 Yiu jpilean 
f pcnea ao Wweater! 
Puke in recdena, fhestas 
SIGHTS—Old. new, witudua 
Carlsbad Gayerne, Whrts 
Sarde, Bre Beevtul, niseyporns 
MEZIC® the 
lerande “led pltal fa 
4. Loy «nique colorlul 
picturmague “[nreign” land 
rear 
(LET US TELL TOU ABOUT 
| EL PASO SUNLAND CLUA 


hike - hur! 
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PASO 5 Le 
{ 94 Gan Francisco St, El Pass, Ton 
a # Ly ] ' la 
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How much do you | —Y Should ladies Wear - a How do UoU order os 


tip waiters in Paris 2 Fy slacks in Spain? cvy wine in Rome PD - 
oe + e 


co 


You get all the answers in these new 1955 








complete set 
of six $]00 


Packed with valuable tips — where to eo, what 
fh wee, Whal to da. ; 

Compact, easy to carry, pocket-size for 
err pet Tederence 

Simple explanations of customs, currency, 
eating habits 

Money-saving tips on where to ahon, stay, 
herw much tee pagal 

Written and edited by travel mxpmirix, 
complete in every detail 

Acclaimed by heating travel authorities 
Here and obrone 


y FREE | Pee a ee | | 1 J I | if k A TEL ija | 
] If " if 


Fly the finest... FL YIWA 
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100 PAGES | sia ) 
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PVE tlie Woe ey if wri Lil 


fame in ite naturel faihi- 
pea Arle rete! Pars 
farie Which you can ee 
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HARRELL LINES 


1s lhhnver =i, fae Lierk d Wiltpehall 4-740 












































SOLOR PRINTS 





From Your Color Films 


ielniecdinn of Pou es | back 
Faia! mnt iee—hisgh qutslliv 


KODACHROME 
iro ANSCO COLOR 
EKTACHEOME 





You'll be thrilled by Europe in the 


3 oe ve i a | SLOP prints, Ize exch DUFLICATE 15 di a te 
Spring. Cities. ‘owns ane countrysides KOOACOLO® prieta, Dic each CATE mim ident, 


4 <a 2 FULAA PROCESSING: Anocd-Ekbhsehneina Mem atder Gl 
are radiant with floral beauty ...and the 120-620; 2i-emp 35 mem, $) par roll No COD, plawe 
endless choice of springtime delicacies COLGRFAK LABORATORIES 


' 1 Fi eo? G | =f Box Aa Lr pat Poe Cho Wo himorhon F Oo. € 
makes dining a delight...the world of Prue = 


theatre, music and art 15 at its very 
height. And “Thrift Season” savings = Planning a trip to sca ar 
let you see and do more for less! ) 






Seeyvour rach Agent — H : i ia 
now! For furiier tatfor- = x — : oe 
Tate, write cach coun- I * GO __ | _ eS 
try in wich wifereaied i "“THRIET | t rt | at 
Address National Tog OO. Oe = | f 

: = ee = ) : 
ist Ojftce of faame of ., _— 


counire |), Boar 258, Dept, 
BD, New York 17, N.Y. 





LANO NORWAY tee 
TERA AP AY SWEDEN 
Fow worned lands, clike in welcome 
Sunilt night, fjords, old towns, modern 


EUROPEAN TRAVEL esc cities, fine hotels, febuiows food. Come 


e 
ii gtorkrit mpl oe 
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SERCH « EPL AND o ORTRAMD © (TALY s LURES » MORASS o CTCRLA Write for fran folden fo SCANDINAVIAN Tia er aia Ne 
HOPWAY « PORTULAL« SPM e TETDEA « De AMD» TURNED & FUGSSL AVIA Daat. A-7, Box 80, Mew Yor 10. 
Bl wr 1 ila Al uit i] a] Cini rap ia—t it ! ' Wari 





Don’t be a target for WINTER AILMENTS! 


The raw ond chilly months of winter ised to be dreaded 
because Of the serois health thrests that cime with ther 
Pocumona, fOr instince, was especially feared. 


fusl a iew pours ao, thas discase claimed one out of 
every three of its ¢ictims. “Now, fortunately, the threat of 
preumonia is much les serious because the sulfa drugs 
and antiineties are 2p effective in mee cases 


Poeun it sti dangerous when treatment is dalayed, 
This was showin Wl necent stucty of 13,000 cases, The cise 
fatality mie wes fefee as hieh for patients treated after the 
fourth day af iliness: as for those treated earlier, This is 
wiv vel éhouk! cull the doctor inmmcdnitely when vcr) 
fispect pecumona, When tnenterd promptly, PrLoTcnia 
can munity he cored im a surprisingly She Tarte, 


What car you de Ww RSoa pe Deconme stare for pre. 
pri * One al the wisest chines 1% bo fake proper cure of 
vourrel! when vou hive a codd. Incnime cut of ten cases of 
PUTT colds oocur before POSTION che wchoyprs, 


Should you “come dawn” with wand, stay at bore and 
rest in bed cul thy and donk plenty ct Trigemeds. ff cel 


pervii ...al eapectally) if voli cern ae digit fever. 





EE eed eee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


et ie tone with per docter pron y, 


High fever makes the difference berween a “slieht ood” 
anal a “serious cobd,” becuse i usually means that corn 
plications tavwe devwloped. Tin addition to fever, you 
alec hawe chills, pcaterfel convhine or aiffiewlt brcathing, re- 
pert thee syinptoms to your doctor at omnes, for they 
Dimcst Invariably indigite poeumonna. 


While winter upon us, it important to protect your 
ecncral health. You may do this if you pet olf the weep 
you need, cat ut baluneed diet and avoid exposure bo severe 
weather unices propery dressed. In addition, keep away 
rer inyone atresiily daffering foci a respiraiory alent, 


By euarding your health, your rearntance to ooliis, virus 
infectiuins aril preumonia tev be increased. To the even 
you devilop ane of these ailtteenté, your ability to fiehd 
the infection ard recover quickly will be preater, | 


eovou would tke more information on how to help 
avoud become 4 Wore for wither ailments, Mictropalitan 
will gladly send you a nee copy of iis booklet, Aeolian 
Gieeaes, Jit fill in ihe coupon below and one will be 


mailed toa WoL. 





Metropolitan Life Iniuranes Co, 

1 Medion Ave, New York 10, NT, 
Mewes iial] wie oo dopey of your 

hookler Mah. 
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THIS. 15 TUCSON Ino winter! Come cis year. Make it pour vacetionland, too. There 
foall Kittwls —temcls, sewort, happel, motel, aprtmenis 
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